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Accuses Taoiseach of

“Scandalous” Action

“Entire Industry Apoplectic” As
Taoiseach Reintroduces Penalty Points

Was Micheal Martin misled by
Marine Department officials?

“The fishing industry is apoplectic over what the
Taoiseach has done to it.” That’s the view in the industry
about the new political crisis for Micheal Martin who is
under intense criticism in Ireland’s fishing ports for
reintroducing the hated Penalty Points system.

Read inside this edition as we have the full, extraordinary back-
ground to this story.What is the involvement of the Department
of the Marine? Did officials ‘blindside’ the Taoiseach and “lead
him by the nose?” See pages 8 - 11
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the fine Art

of Marine Finance
by Art Kavanagh

Democracy?

Some years ago I listened to a lecture where the question of whether
or not we in Ireland actually live in a Democracy was wittily discussed.
so evolved the Civil Service who in theory

would be doing the bidding of the elected
representatives.

Theoretically in a Democracy we elect
candidates to represent us in the manage-
ment of our country. In the passage of time
it became impossible for the elected repre-
sentatives to do everything themselves and

It might be interesting to examine what
real influence those elected really have on

Ocean Breeze at Howth with Ireland’s Eye in background - Photo by Phil Hanlon

how things work and what real changes
have occurred during the tenure of the var-
ious Ministers fortunate enough to get the
“Management” jobs.

We could use Marine as an Example????

It is fairly clear that a new Minister does
not have as much power as their name
might suggest and I cringe as [ watch var-
ious Ministers - in particular our Ministers
for Health and Education try to answer
questions for opposition members.

Have any of the opposition asked why
Ireland does not have a quota for Bluefin
Tuna or Bass in IRISH waters — Just think-
ing???

Do we really believe that these Ministers
are calling all the shots or are they being
“led” and if so by whom.

I marvel at the knowledge displayed by
opposition members with absolutely no for-
mal qualification at all in Medical, Finan-
cial and Educational matters and regret that
they are not in charge.

[ recently listened as a radio report-
er discussed the Covid problem with an
opposition TD who was emphatic in his
assertion that the Government were making
a Bags of it.

The reporter correctly suggested that
anyone who could identify the failings in
the management surely must have the solu-
tion and that any member of Dail Eireann
whether in Government or not must have an
obligation to publically offer a solution to a
national problem.

They don’t seem to be able to get beyond
the point of criticizing the efforts of those
who are trying to help. If you know or think
you have an answer then suggest it publicly
so we will all know.

My ongoing mantra of “The Hurler on
the Ditch Never Scores” was never more
relevant at the moment, and God knows we
have plenty of them!!!!

I am getting Positive Vibes from many
of my clients and a level of satisfaction
that they are managing to survive the
undoubted threats which the Covid Pan-
demic bred over the past 6 months.

I think that much of the Prawn Stores
have been reduced as markets are opening
on the Continent. The prices are down but

the lost income is being eased somewhat by
the reduction in Fuel Costs.

As | have explained before (Banks
please note !!!) with our system of Share
Fishermen reductions in net income on a
fishing vessel are borne in part by the crews
—up to and including the skippers.

This is unique in Irish Industry and that
together with the bravery and resilience
of the fishermen makes fishing one of the
most attractive lending propositions in the
country.

I note that the Sector Specialists in the
Banks are trying to talk themselves out of
that Fact- but Fact it is and 1 believe that
the Banks and the country in general needs
to wake up and realize the value and the
contribution which the fishing fleet brings
to the economy with relatively little direct
financial assistance from the State.

No Cheques in the Post No Marches up
Kildare Street every time a difficulty arises.

The big lost opportunity here is in the
lack of Irish bred Crews.

I firmly believe that there should be
some form of recruitment programme to en-
tice Irish School Leavers into the catching
sector.

Years ago local BIM Officials visited the
schools to explain what life at sea might
be like and from those visits some of our

most prolific owners were attracted to the
Industry.

I hear people saying that it is a hard life.

Lots of Jobs are Hard but for those suited
to fishing — like with many other jobs- if it
suits you, you will love it.

It will not suit everyone but I believe

they are not being offered the opportunity
to choose.

A large portion of the earnings from our
fishing vessels are being sent abroad. From
a national viewpoint lads- that is not finan-
cially efficient.

“Keep away from people who
try to belittle your Ambition. Small
people always do that, but the really
great make you feel that you, too,
can become great.”

Mark Twain

Trawlsensor defective?

We specialize in service and repair
of all types of trawlsensors

T 3 9 We repair
T- by principle

No cure-nopay!

TRAWLSENSOR SERVICE

+45 97 31 20 28
besrad@besrad.com
www.besrad.dk

Troldbjergvej 14
6960 Hvide Sande
Denmark

BESRAD Aps

BIM New Fishermen Scheme
Need help with your Grant and Bank Applications?

]

—— Art Kavanagh ara

Contact me .... | can help

Marine Finance Consultant

_ Glenlee

~ Killybegs

Co. Donegal
T lreland ™™

353:24-9732915

53-87-6774455

Vs ¥ artokavanagh @gmail.com
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Frozen Fish Consumption

E N g | ﬂe re ‘ i_a b| | |’[y Increases But Fresh Sales Fall

- “Support local fishermen” says Bord Bia

According to Bord Bia the Irish seafood sector grew by 4% up to
June of this year, but this growth was driven by sales of frozen, not
fresh, fish.

The reason was because consumers “Those aged 25-34 are the most likely to
L - o changed their frequency of shopping due have started buying whitefish for its health
Avoid dirty Bacteria growth Save your injectors to the impact of the Covid 19 pandemic, it benefits during Covid 19,” according to
diesel tanks - risk of blockage says. Bord Bia.
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In an attempt to adjust this the Bord has
launched a campaign encouraging the pub-
lic to “support local fishermen by embrac-
ing Irish whitefish.”

Bord Bia has released the findings of
two research studies on consumer attitudes
towards whitefish which were carried out
before and since the Covid 19 pandemic.

“Of those who eat whitefish, one in four
people say they eat it once a week. This
increases significantly to two-to-three in the
65+ age group.

Almost a quarter of those surveyed indi-
cated that they were eating more whitefish
at home since Covid 19, because of the
perceived health benefits, while 12 % said
they were doing this “to support the Irish
seafood sector.”

“We want the public to support local
fishermen by embracing Irish whitefish for
its local provenance, versatility and health
benefits,” says Bord Bia which is making
available “easy-to-prepare recipes for home
cooking.”

Marine Times Newspaper - Thank You

We would like to thank all our readers, advertisers and contributors of
news, views and photos for your continued support throughout these

unprecedented times.Your support is truly appreciated and vital as we

strive to bring you the best coverage of maritime news from this Island

N Nation. As always we value your feedback on each and every issue of the
CONTACT Marine Times Newspaper and if you enjoy it please let a friend know that

C.C.JENSEN lreland ; T Jan Foged they should pick up a copy - EVERY Month

086 82 71 508 - www.ccjensen.ie - jip@cjc.dk 7 p P s Py = 5 ?

Mark Mc Carthy, Editor, Marine Times Newspaper

Let us help you with
your oll related fssues
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Invite for Applications to Fish
for Irish Sea Herring

The DAFM (Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine) invites appli-
cations from the owners of Irish registered fishing vessels with an OAL less

New Law Firm at Bruach na Mara, Killybegs

Donegal law firm Brian J McMullin Solicitors has opened an office in
Killybegs at Bruach Na Mara, the Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation
headquarters.

than 90ft / 27.43m, who wish to fish the 2020 Irish Sea Herring quota.

The fishery will open at 00.01 hours on
20 September 2020 and close at 23.59 hours
on 20 November 2020. There will be no
reallocations after that date. The available
quota is 2,351 (less contingency 251t)
tonnes. Any remaining quota will be either
carried over or swapped out.

v

Vessels autho-
rised in the fishery
are precluded
from fishing for
Celtic Sea Herring
and North West
Herring during the
same week as Irish
Sea Herring.

Vessels au-
thorised in the
fishery will incur a
whitefish preclu-
sion during any
week (00:01 hours
on Sunday to
00:01 hours on the
following Sunday)
where fishing for
herring occurs in |
that week.

Landings of
Irish Sea Herring
in excess of per-
mitted catch limits
will be subject to quota balancing in accor-
dance with the Minister’s policy regarding
Quota Balancing for Pelagic Stocks.
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Unloading herring at Dunmore East (File photo Marine Times 2018 by W Power)

On application vessel owners must iden-
tify if they are applying as a single vessel or
as part of an SFPA (Sea Fisheries Protection
Authority) approved pairing. If part of a
pair, the owner must specify any partner
vessel.

Pairing arrangements must remain
unchanged for the
duration of the
fishery save for ex-
= ceptional circum-
stances. Vessels
“ under and over 651t
) are not preclud-
jed from pairing
9 together. All
| pairing arrange-
ments will require
e the prior approval
-~ of the SFPA. Any
changes to pairing
arrangements will
be subject to ad-
¥ vance notification

Vessels who

/1 participate in

1" 2020 fishery shall
' I be precluded from

?' the 2021 fishery.

For more information and to down-

load the booking-in form, go to www.
agriculture.gov.ie/seafood/seafoodpolicy/
forms/irishseaherringfishery/

SO

Brian McMullin, Solicitor and Principal, Brian J McMullin Solicitors, pictured with,

from left, Solicitors Orla Moran and Jane Flannery.

The firm was a finalist at the Irish Law
Awards 2019 and provides a wide range
of legal services to individual, business
and public body clients across Donegal,
the North West, Dublin and further afield.
It also provides in-house legal services to
Waterways Ireland at that organisation’s
headquarters in Enniskillen.

The Ballyshannon firm incorporates
VP McMullin (Ballyshannon), Brittons,
Ramage & Britton and Lipsett & Ramage.
It traces its origins to 1899 and is currently
celebrating 120 years in practice. The firm
merged with VP McMullin in 1991 and
that practice was established in 1921 by
Vincent P. McMullin in Donegal Town.
Under the longstanding stewardship of
Brian McMullin, former Partner in VP
McMullin the practice continues to evolve
and embrace technology and innovation for
the benefit of its clients. He acquired the
practice in December 2018.

Mr McMullin said, “We are absolutely
delighted to open in Killybegs and to
provide a more convenient base for our
friends and clients in the Killybegs area
and throughout West Donegal”. He added:
“The delivery of quality legal services in a
cost-efficient manner has always been, and
continues to be, our focus.”

Whilst the present needs of the firms
clients is always the primary focus, the firm
is proud of its link with the past through
our Principal Brian McMullin, grandson of
Vincent P. McMullin and son of Eunan T.
McMullin.

The firm was a finalist in two categories
of the Irish Law Awards 2019. Its work
for Waterways Ireland earned it a finalist’s
place in the ‘In-House Legal Team of the

Your Community. Your Industry. Your Paper. Marine Times Newspaper

Year’ category and Mr McMullin, was also
one of four finalists in the ‘Connacht/Ulster
Lawyer of the Year’ category.

Brian McMullin is assisted by solicitors
Jane Flannery, Orla Moran, David
Royston and a very dedicated support
team. Jane Flannery worked for a number
of years in Dublin gaining experience in
Conveyancing, Litigation and Probate.
She then returned to her native Donegal
working initially in the Letterkenny
office of VP McMullin before joining
the Ballyshannon practice. Orla Moran
was formally an Associate Solicitor with
Callan Tansey Sligo before joining the firm
and she specialises mainly in the area of
Administrative Law. David Royston is a
native of Sligo and is involved primarily
in property and commercial Law. The
Firms principal Brian McMullin is an
experienced and skilled legal advisor and
litigator with a proven track record. He has
also had an involvement in the regulation
of the Solicitors Profession in Ireland . He
is currently a member of a number of Law
Society Committees, chairs a division of
the Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal and is a
qualified Mediator.

The Solicitors at Brian J. McMullin have
a long-standing reputation for providing
legal services that combine the highest
levels of quality with professionalism and
integrity. They enjoy an excellent reputation
amongst their peers and with their clients. It
1s a full-service law firm, but is nonetheless
able to provide advice that is uniquely
tailored to suit the specific needs of its
clients.

For more info visit:
www.brianjmcemullin.com
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Vehicles, Personnel Issues
But No Prosecutions in
Coast Guard Tragedies

The Coast Guard may have to purchase a new fleet of vehicles be-
cause of problems which have been detected with vehicles already
bought at a cost of nearly one-and-a-half million Euro.

There has been no official comment from
the Coast Guard. The issue appear to be re-
lated particularly to volunteer units needing
to carry heavy equipment, such as for use in
cliffside situations.

“This was raised with management but,
as with several other issues which volun-
teers bring up, they are not dealt with when
they should be,” the MARINE TIMES was
told by an OIC for one unit. He said he had
to speak anonymously, “because anyone
who speaks out publicly will be dismissed.”

Management has been asked to explain
how the vans could not carry a full crew
and equipment without being overweight
safely for the purpose.

“There was even a warning not to carry
drinking water,” the source told this paper.

“The number travelling in any of these
vans had to be cut down substantially and
so had the equipment that could be carried
in relation to the numbers in the van at the
same time.”

Apparently the purchase decision for the

AN t-UDARAS UM
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vehicles was made before the adaptation of
them to cater for specific requirements.

“It should have been planned better.
Volunteers know the situation on the ground
where they are using vans,” the Marine
Times was told.

No Charges in Volunteer
Death

The Director of Public Prosecu-
tions is reported to have decided
that no criminal charges should be
brought in relation to the death of
Coast Guard volunteer Caitriona
Lucas at Kilkee in September 2016.

There were two State investigations into
the incident in which she died. The find-
ings of a Health and Safety inquiry were
forwarded to the DPP. A separate Marine
Casualty Investigation Board (MCIB) re-
port, published two years after the incident,
was critical of safety management systems
and identified failures stated to at the Kilkee
Unit.

SEA-FISHERIES
PROTECTION
AUTHORITY

Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority
Recruitment

Sea-Fisheries Protection Officer
(Killybegs and Howth)

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) are seeking to create
a panel for potential future Sea-Fisheries Protection Officer (SFPO)
vacancies in their Killybegs port office.

The SFPA are also seeking to recruit a an SFPO to work in their

Howth Office.

The successful candidate will be responsible for multi-faceted
front-line roles related to Sea-Fisheries conservation and Seafood
safety. If you wish to apply for the two locations, please apply to

each location separately.

Closing date for the Howth role is 5pm on Thursday 10th
of September 2020. The closing date for the Killybegs role
is 5pm on Thursday 17th of September.

To find out more and to apply please visit:
https://www.sfpajobs.com/

The DPP informed Bernard Lucas, hus-
band of Ms.Lucas, that no criminal charges
would be brought arising from the HSA

inquiry.
No Prosecutions in Mayo
Helicopter Tragedy

Gardai are reported to have
confirmed that the DPP has directed
no criminal prosecutions will arise
from their investigation into the Irish
Coast Guard Rescue 116 helicopter
crash.

Two pilots, Dara Fitzpatrick and Mark
Dufty, and winch crew Paul Ormsby and
Ciaran Smith died in the crash off the North
Mayo coast in March 2017. A HSA inquiry
is still underway, it is understood.

Unit Dismissals

The MARINE TIMES has been
informed of further dismissals from
volunteer units.

——

Looking out from Milk Harbour in Sligo, Photo by Jason O’Callaghan.

These are being checked as this edition
goes to print. It has been noticeable from
calls made to the paper that when dis-
missals are reported at Units, there will be
further contacts from persons stating to be
Unit members who state that they “know
nothing” about what is reported to have
taken place. But then, when matters are fur-
ther checked, it is found that dismissals, for
various adduced reasons, have taken place.

“What you are getting is reflective of the
situation in several Units,” the MARINE
TIMES has been told. “Unfortunately,
while the main focus of the great majority
of Volunteers is to be active in their com-
munity, to serve it and to save life, which
is what we are about, the organisation has
disagreement, favouritism, discordancy,
upset, definitely fear of action being taken
against you if there is any criticism raised
publicly and that is not the best atmosphere.
You can expect to be hearing more in
this vein. There is a need to improve the
situation. It had been promised but not yet
delivered on.”

—— T -

“The Summer of Inflatables” - Water Safety Ireland
Chief Says They Would Welcome A Ban On Them

It has been called “the summer of inflatables” by rescue service personnel
— the number of emergency calls to adults and children using what have been
described as “killer” or “dangerous toy boats.”

The Chief Executive of Water Safety
Ireland, the statutory national water safety
organisation has told the MARINE TIMES
he would welcome them being banned from
beaches around the country.

This can be done, CEO of Water Safety
Ireland John Leech said, by local authorities
and politicians who are members of them
using bye-laws to control local beaches.

A number of local authorities are under-
stood to be considering such a ban.

Mr. Leech said there is a lack of under-
standing by the users of these inflatables
about the difference between offshore and
onshore breezes which is crucial to safety.

John Leech said that this year, because
most Irish people were not holidaying
abroad where they may have used these
inflatables, this lack of understanding that
conditions on Irish beaches would be differ-
ent to those abroad, where breezes would

blow back onto beaches whereas in Ireland
they blew out to sea, was crucial to safety.

He said there were warnings on inflat-
able water toys when they were manufac-
tured in European countries, but not when
they came into Ireland from other countries,
such as China. Mr. Leech draws a distinc-
tion between “inflatable toys” and stand-up
Paddle Boards which have become popular,
are rigid when inflated and recognised un-
der the Recreational Cratt Directive.

“We have to accept these are not toys.
If they are used safely and correctly and if
people recognise what the wind direction
is doing there should not be an issue with
them as long as people wear buoyancy aids
and carry some means of communication
so that if they do get into difficulty they can
call for help,” the CEO said.

Read more about this in John Leech’s
monthly column on Page 29
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IRISH ISLANDS MARINE RESOURCE ORGANISATIO

“The trade-off seems to be in
cigarette lighters and some other
commodities not linked to lobsters
or fishing.”

Removal of Tariffs on American
Lobster Will Damage Island and
Coastal Communities

Before he resigned from office in August, former EU Commissioner
Phil Hogan concluded an Agreement which will eliminate tariffs on
imports of U.S. live and frozen lobster products to the EU which were

worth over $111 million in 2017.

IIMRO are concerned to hear about the
removal of tariffs on the importing of cheap
American lobster in the recent mini-trade
deal agreed by the EU trade commissioner
and the US administration.

There is a real risk of a big impact on
island and coastal communities if, as we
fear, this deal results in a collapse of price
for European lobster, particularly on top
of the effects of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

IIMRO have been in contact with MEPs
and TDs regarding the serious consequenc-
es to our island fishers and communities if
this deal comes to fruition.

We fear that we will again be forgotten
in the large scale cut-and-thrust of these
trade deals and would hope that our repre-
sentatives would stand up for us as it seems
the US administration is supporting the
lobster fishers there. We note with interest
that the trade-off seems to be in cigarette
lighters and some other commodities not
linked to lobster or fishing.

IIMRO Chairperson Jerry Early says:
“There seems to be a lack of understand-
ing by decision-makers on this side of” the
pond’ of the requirements of small-scale
island and coastal fishers who depend on
lobster. We are calling on our national and
European representatives to reverse this
decision to allow cheap American lobster
onto the European market which has the
potential to destroy what is left of the small
scale inshore sector.”

Before he resigned from Office, this
joint statement “of the United States and
the European Union on a Tariff Agreement
Brussels, dated Brussels on August 21,was
released in the names of United States
Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and

Py c..__-g_.. === "

European Union Trade Commissioner Phil

Hogan:

AGREEMENT on a package of tariff
reductions that will increase market
access for hundreds of millions of dollars
in U.S. and EU exports.

These tariff reductions are the first U.S.-
EU negotiated reductions in duties in more
than two decades.

Under the agreement, the EU will elimi-
nate tariffs on imports of U.S. live and fro-
zen lobster products. U.S. exports of these
products to the EU were over $111 million
in 2017. The EU will eliminate these tariffs
on a Most Favored Nation (MFN) basis,
retroactive to begin August 1, 2020. The
EU tariffs will be eliminated for a period of
five years and the European Commission
will promptly initiate procedures aimed at
making the tariff changes permanent.

The United States will reduce by 50% its
tariff rates on certain products exported by
the EU worth an average annual trade value
of $160 million, including certain prepared
meals, certain crystal glassware, surface
preparations, propellant powders, cigarette
lighters and lighter parts.

The U.S. tariff reductions will also be
made on an MFN basis and retroactive to
begin August 1, 2020,

“As part of improving EU-US relations,
this mutually beneficial agreement will
bring positive results to the economies of
both the United States and the European
Union. We intend for this package of tariff
reductions to mark just the beginning of a
process that will lead to additional agree-
ments that create more free, fair, and recip-
rocal transatlantic trade” said Ambassador
Lighthizer and Commissioner Hogan.

Letters to the Editor

My Fishing Talk with John Hume

When John Hume died last month, Tom Baldwin who lives in County
Cork, recalled meeting him at a hotel in Dublin in 2006 and recalling for
him a story of the fishing industry. It emerged from a dispute between
Southern and Northern fishermen at Dunmore East in 1969 and led to a

fishery business in Northern Ireland.

It was June of 2006 when I was walking
through the foyer of Jury’s Hotel in Balls-
bridge, Dublin and I saw John Hume seated
on one of the sofas.

I smiled and said ‘Hello’. His response
led me to believe that he might like some
company so | introduced myself and the
warmth of that great man caused me to
sit with him for a short chat that did not
involve politics.

“I have a few connections with Northern
Ireland,” I told him. “Maybe you’d like to
hear about them?”

He answered in the affirmative and 1
told John that my father, John Baldwin, a
fish merchant from Passage East in Co.Wa-
terford, who died in 2002, had sided with
the Northern Irish fishermen during the
Dunmore East herring fishing dispute in
early 1969.

“Those fishermen from the North were
both Protestant and Catholic. My Dad’s
intervention on the fishermen’s behalf led
to my father — John Baldwin — moving his
fishery business to Annalong in Co.Down
where my Dad had been friendly with sev-
eral of the Chambers family of fishermen
from that mainly Protestant village on the
North East coast,” I told John Hume.

John Baldwin insisted that some of the
factory workers were recruited from the
nearby (mainly Catholic) town of Kilkeel,
as well as privately, thus providing local
seasonal employment during the herring
season at the fishing port of Ardglass. I had
known that John Hume was most interested
in badly-needed jobs being provided for
areas of high unemployment in Northern
Ireland.

Sadly, as the situation deteriorated in
the North my Dad was unable to continue
working there, due to safety concerns. On
the advice of Victor Chambers my Dad sad-
ly sold his interest in that unique venture.

“My uncle Patrick ‘Pat’ Baldwin (now
deceased) is still a fisherman out of Kil-

keel,”

I informed John Hume “and 1 make oc-
casional trips up there for family weddings,
etc. It is because of the laudable peacemak-
ing efforts of John Hume that 1 feel safe
travelling North and crossing the Border
in my Southern-registered car these days,
John,” I said to that wonderful politician.

My Dad was the ‘main man” when it
came to setting up Kilhorne Bay Seafoods.
The Chambers were the financiers, but the
design and all the ideas for the success of
the factory were from John Baldwin’s head.
The fact that the company is still on the go
is a tribute to John - 50 years on. My Dad
regretted leaving the company, but he was
advised that his security was at risk. My
Dad stayed at a hotel in Kilkeel but drove
to Annalong each day. We were glad that he
decided to come home safely. The Cham-
bers family had rewarded my Dad well for
his initial investment back then.

My Dad was invited to Victor Chambers’
80th Birthday Party some years later and
that was his final time visiting the Annalong
factory. He was very proud of its success.

My Dad later took over another fish fac-
tory in Dunmore East, when asked by the
owner to try and make it viable, but it was
getting difficult to do business at that time.

Kilhorne Bay Seafood, established in
1969, is one of Northern Ireland’s premier
shellfish processors, sourcing its raw mate-
rials from throughout the island of Ireland.

Key export markets developed by the
company include Italy, Croatia, France,
Belgium and Denmark. It is based in An-
nalong, among the foothills of the beautiful
mountains of Mourne and within easy
reach of Kilkeel, Ardglass and Portavogie,
the three main fishing ports on the County
Down coast. The company has earned a
reputation for supplying quality seafood
products to the catering, wholesale and
retail trade.

Change of Name Notice

We Atlantic Rose Fishing Company Limited give notice that we have applied
to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport under Section 67 of the Mercan-
tile Marine Act 1955 in respect of our vessel MIRACETI IMO Number 9417610
of Registered Tonnage 54 Tons (Net)currently Registered in Saint Brieuc France
(SB 907972) for permission to change her name to Atlantic Rose to be regis-
tered in the said name in the port of Skibbereen.

Any representations or comments on the application should be sent to the
Superintendent, Mercantile Marine Office, Leeson Lane, Dublin 2 within seven

days of the appearance of this notice

Atlantic Rose Fishing Co Ltd
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Big Phils Departing Gift of a Kick in
the Teeth for Irish Inshore Fishermen

In what fishermen are describing as an-
other kick in the teeth, Ireland’s EU com-
missioner, the former trade commissioner,
Phil Hogan has welcomed a trade deal that is
likely to depress Irish lobster prices further.

Reacting to the news on social media, the
NIFA commented that “American lobster are
potentially an invasive species and there have
been multiple instances where they have been
captured in the wild in EU waters having been
released after being imported. This poses a real
threat to the bio security of our native lobster
stocks as American lobster can potentially carry
a shell disease that European lobster have little
immunity to. As tariffs as reduced and import-
ed volumes increase this is likely to become a
more common occurrence. But when it comes
to “big trade” big Phil doesn’t seem to be too
worried about bio diversity or the livelihoods
of Irish lobster fishermen.”

Penalty Points Again

“Easy problem to solve. Change your boats name
to a Spanish boats name and stop speaking in En-
glish or Irish and the rules wont apply to you”

Taoseach as Temporary Minister

“Make no difference, not one minister for Agri-
culture ever gave a toss for the marine. The same
crew run the show regardless of who is the minis-
ter.”

“Wouldn’t know the difference between a cow
and a fish”

Every Saturday Morning -
the Marine Times - Weekender

Your weekly review of maritime news,
comment, opinion and the MARINE
TIMES PODCAST.

Online on Saturday mornings at:
www.marinetimes.ie

Keeping you informed between our
monthly printed edition.

Marine Times Newspaper

Send us your News, Views,

Letters and Photos
T: 074 9736899
(@marinetimes.ie

- Fﬂ““’s’(

Editor: Mark Mc Carthy
T: 074 9736899 E: editor@marinetimes.ie

Taoiseach Must Withdraw Flawed Penalty Points System

The Taoiseach acted against the fishing industry when he signed the new Statutory In-
strument on Penalty Points and no amount of political ‘spin-doctoring’ will change that.

Mr. Martin should acknowledge the wrong he has
done to the industry and correct it. Inclusions in the
ST again criminalise fishermen in a way in which
no other section of the population is treated by the
State.

It isn’t only those infected by disease in a pan-
demic who are isolated.

Taoiseach Martin has isolated fishermen from
the rest of the Irish population by his action, treat-
ing them with less fairness than every other Irish
citizen.

Fishermen made their point through the Courts
system where it was accepted as high as the Su-
preme Court.

This has been ignored in the signing of the new
SI. So has the historic Dail defeat of a previous
attempted introduction of the controversial system.

This is an extraordinary attitude towards the
fishing industry, for which Mr. Martin has been ac-
cused of allowing himself to be “led by the nose™ by
officials in the Department of the Marine.

T CASTLETOWNBERE FISHERMANS CO-OP
TEL: 027-70045 FAX: 027-70194
NO UNAUTHORISED USE

Somtlmes deallngwithll te hs ‘. oastal commnities have to ump through ca be all
too overwhelming so it’'s important to find time to rest .... Two year old Lucy Morrison from
Youghal making good use of a fish box. Photo courtesy of Lucy’s grandfather, Finbarr Clohessy

MARINE TIMES

NEWSPAPER FOR IRELAND’S FisHING, MARINE AND CoAsTAL COMMUNITIES

Deputy Editor: Tom MacSweeney

T: 087-2555197 E: tommacsweeneymarine@gmail.com

There appears to be an arrogance in this, an atti-
tude cited by government towards those involved
in ‘Golfgate’ in Clifden County Galway.

Here, there appears to be another example of
arrogance, by those who drafted the SI, regarding
fishermen as meriting less consideration than other
sectors of the community.

We wonder why?

Is it because there are those within the Depart-
ment of the Marine who resent that the industry
defeated its previous attempts to force through a
system which was clearly unfair?

The SI which the Taoiseach signed, in his role
as Minister for the Marine, should be Revoked
and amended. The industry has never objected to a
Penalty Points system, required under EU regula-
tions. It can be introduced with reasonable discus-
sion and agreement.

There is no reason why this cannot be done in
Irish law.
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Fishing Industry Accuses Taoiseach of “Scandalous” Action
“Entire Industry Apoplectic” As Taoiseach Reintroduces Penalty Points

Was Micheal Martin misled by Marine Department officials?

Report: Mark Mc Carthy and Tom MacSweeney

“We can only presume that An Taoiseach has been blind-
sided by his officials” — Irish Fish Producers’ Organisation.

“Our industry is simply apoplectic” - Killybegs Fisher-

men’s Organisation.

“We are deeply disappointed with the Taoiseach and really
wonder why he has done this to the industry” - Irish South
and East Fish Producers Organisation.

“Micheal Martin as Leader of the Opposition put forward a
motion to overturn the signing into law of a previous Stat-
utory Instrument. What is the reason for his now contrary
action. Our members are dismayed by what he has done.”
- Irish South and West Fish Producers Organisation.

In the midst of the major political controversy which dominated
public attention at the end of August, Department of the Marine offi-
cials moved to have a new Statutory Instrument introducing Penalty
Points signed by the Taoiseach, in his role as Minister for the Marine,
which he had assumed after the resignation of Dara Calleary from the
post because of the Galway “Golfgate” furore. This despite this issue
having been the source of disagreement, legal action defeat of previous
Department proposals and a Dail defeat for a former Government.

That defeat was the first rejection of a
Statutory Instrument introduced by an Irish
government since the foundation of the
State.

Having suffered a High Court and Su-
preme Court legal and a Dail defeat, there
has been a high level of resentment within
sectors of the Marine Department towards
the industry. “Chips on shoulders,” is a
regular description heard.

In what was a fast-changing story, with
many developments, the core of what
turned out to be vehement criticism of the
Taoiseach’s action was the question of
why he did it and various reasons were put
forward for that.

Another suggestion made, though
unconfirmed, was that a FF nominee for
the vacant post of Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine had indicated that he
wanted the Penalty Points issue resolved
before he would accept the post and this
was the reason for the signing.

Despite being well aware that a reintro-
duction of the Penalty Points would cause
huge resentment and rejection in the indus-
try why did Department officials push the
signing through? One source said they had
pointed to European Union funds for Ire-
land being delayed because such a system
had not been introduced in Ireland, that fur-
ther funding would be held up; that Ireland
would face financial penalties through fines
and could be taken to the European Court.

In the midst of the “Golfgate” con-
troversy, on which government political
attention was focused and on the very day
that former EU Commissioner Phil Hogan
yielded to pressure to resign, exerted by the
trio leading government - Taoiseach, Ta-
naiste and Green Party leader — the Marine
officials asked the Taoiseach’s Department
to sign the new Statutory Instrument to
reintroduce Penalty Points.

While the new SI changed a number of
issues to which the industry had objected
and which the officials suggested were a

Ailbhe Marie returning to Bunbeg. Photo courtesy Eimear Coll

concession, the changes crucially retained
the most critical elements to which there
had been most resentment and objection.

These included the burden of proof in
allegations of fishing infringements brought
against fishermen by the SFPA; the require-
ment that fishermen could only take legal
action at the expensive level of the High
Court and the maintaining of penalty points
even if accused fishermen were exonerated
in Court.

The announcement that Mr.Martin had
signed Statutory Instrument S.1. No. 318
0f 2020 - European Union (Common
Fisheries Policy) (Point System) Regula-
tions 2020, reintroducing the detested Pen-
alty Points system, was conveyed to fishing
organisations by Email on August 28.

That Email was sent from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
two days after the Taoiseach had signed the
SI.

It was headed “Quota Management Sub-
ject: S.I. No. 318 of 2020 - European Union
(Common Fisheries Policy) (Point System)
Regulations 2020. Good afternoon, Please

Ag Méadu Eolas Muiri
Ag Solathair Seirbhisi Mara

see attached S.I. No. 318 of 2020 - Europe-
an Union (Common Fisheries Policy) (Point
System) Regulations 2020 which was
signed on the 26th August 2020.

The notice for the S.1. was published in
today’s Iris Oifigiuil. Kind regards.”

In the role of Minister for the Marine,
which he had added to the responsibilities
he assumed after the resignation of former
Minister Dara Calleary over attendance
at the Oireachtas Golf Society dinner in
Clifden, Mr. Martin had signed the SI on
August 26, as the MARINE TIMES has
seen.

O

Wednesday, August 26, was the same
day on which Phil Hogan announced his
resignation as EU Commissioner.

GIVEN under my Official Seal,
26 August, 2020.

MICHEAL MARTIN,
Minister for Agniculiure, Food and the Marine.

At the top-level of government, major
focus was on the political row which had
developed around the Commissioner, upon
whom the three leaders had exerted huge
pressure to resign.

Building Ocean Knowledge
Delivering Ocean Services
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That was the political scenario when
Department of the Marine officials had the
SI put before the Taoiseach/Marine Minister
for his signature.

It has led to accusations from the indus-
try that Mr. Martin was “led by the nose by
Department of the Marine officials.”

The MARINE TIMES has been told, by
reliable sources that, since the resultant and
predictable row erupted, there have been
heated interactions between the Taoiseach’s
office and the Marine Department, with
claims that the Taoiseach was not fully
briefed, not fully informed, was told only
about the possibility of EU action, of fines
and possibly Ireland being brought before
the European Court, but was not fully in-
formed of the likely reaction of the industry.
He was, it is understood, told that changes
had been made in the SI at the request of
the industry and it was suggested that these
concessions would satisfy the objections.

However, those changes were not made
to the major issues about which there had
been legal action and a Dail defeat for the
previous government. That parliamentary
defeat was primarily engineered by Fianna
Fail.

IFPO

Irish fish producers’ organisation

The Chief Executive of the Irish Fish
Producers’ Organisation, John Ward,
was blunt in response to the announce-
ment of the SI, telling the government
that the fishing industry will “fight the
reintroduction of Penalty Points” as they
fought and successfully opposed the pre-
vious attempt “to force these regulations
on the industry.”

“I am shocked at the Taoiseach’s action.
The previous government was defeated by
the efforts of Pat *“The Cope’ of Fianna Fail
and Pauric McLaughlin of Sinn Fein. It
was the first time in the history of the State
that a Statutory Instrument was rescinded,”
Mr.Ward told the MARINE TIMES.

“Micheal Martin has been sold a ‘pup’
and led by the nose by the Marine officials
who did the same with Simon Coveney
and Michael Creed who also supported this
unfair legalisation while holding the Marine
portfolio,” he said. “I want Micheal Martin
to explain to the fishermen of Ireland how
he can justity a person retaining Penalty
Points after he has been exonerated in the
Courts. This legalisation was already shot
down in the Courts and this government
has chosen to run with it again. The fishing
industry will fight this tooth and nail.

“The previous attempt to introduce the
Penalty Points SI had been rescinded for
the first time in the State by the efforts of
the FF party, SF and Independents during

the last government. To add insult to injury
the government promised to introduce a fair
Penalty Points system in their programme
for government, yet this SI has been signed
into law without any consultation with the
Fishing Industry.

“The fishing Industry fully accepts that
we must have a penalty points regime as it
is required by E.U law, but what we cannot
accept is a flawed system, that has previ-
ously been shot down by Irish Courts. We
require the offensive parts of this legali-
sation to be amended such as: no right to
appeal except to the High Court on a point
of Law and Penalty Points will remain on
the licence even if the fisherman is exoner-
ated in a Court of Law.

“We can only presume that an Taoise-
ach has been blindsided by his officials
as neither of the two previous FF Marine
Ministers took any action on this matter. We
are looking for an urgent meeting with An
Taoiseach to have this S.I amended.”

Killybegs Fishermen's

ORGANISATION LTOD

The Chief Executive of the Killybegs
Fishermen’s Organisation, Sean O’Dono-
ghue said the signing of the SI was “not
acceptable” and was done “without any
consultation.”

“It is a disgrace and runs contrary to the
Programme for Government which provides
for a fair Penalty Points system. FF with
the support of the other Opposition parties
got the previous SI voted down in the Dail.
Now in Government they are supporting the
very provisions they voted against.

“We were never against the Penalty
Points as they are an EU requirement but
they have to be implemented in a fair and
reasonable manner.

“The fishing industry is livid that Taoise-
ach, Micheal Martin, acting as Minister for
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, enacted
highly controversial Penalty Points legisla-
tion with zero consultation with fishermen
and in spite of having stridently opposed it,
while in opposition.

“This is quite simply, a scandalous and
very mis-guided step by the Taoiseach. We
have made our point regarding the Penalty
Points measure on numerous occasions and
we were fully supported by Fianna Fail
when they were in Opposition. We are not
against a Penalty Points regime since it is
an EU requirement, but there must be an
equitable manner of administering this.

“Page 82 of the current ‘Programme for
Government’ commits to ‘Implement a fair
EU Points System in order to protect fish
stocks and ensure the release of suspended
EU funding.” This signing of the Statutory
Instrument (SI) by the Taoiseach has come
completely out of the blue and putting it
mildly, is neither fair nor reasonable and

runs contrary to the Programme for Govern-
ment of introducing a fair system.

“Qur industry is simply apoplectic. The
SI must be amended and the offending
parts removed such as the burden of proof
to be changed to beyond reasonable doubt,
no right of appeal to High Court except on
a point of law and incredibly, even if the
fisherman is successful in the High Court,
the Penalty Points would still remain on the
licence,” concluded Mr O’Donoghue.

2
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ISE&EFPO - Working For The Fishermen

The Chief Executive of the Irish South
and East Fish Producers’ Organisa-
tion, Hugo Boyle, is “frustrated, deeply
disappointed and unhappy” that the
Taoiseach had not raised questions about
“why he was being asked to sign the SI
so urgently and at a time when political
focus was elsewhere.”

“Why had it to be done at such a time?
Why was the document placed before the
Taoiseach at that stage and by whom? Why
did he not raise questions about this? He
should have been aware that his own party
were significantly involved in the rejection
of the last attempt.

“We had put amendments to be included
in any changes because we know and accept
that there has to be a system under EU reg-
ulations. There is no issue with that. What
there is issue with is the terms of what have
now been brought forward. Some of our
amendments were accepted, but the critical
ones were not. They have not seen the light
of day.

“I am very disappointed with the Taoi-
seach and as Minister for the Marine that
he did not raise more questions about it
before he signed it, that he did not question
the immediate need for it. That is deeply
regrettable.

“This is an extremely serious matter for
fishermen, it is critical for them and that is

— — —

Two Brothers stear}ling to the crab gro_uﬁds off Kilkeel -

not being recognised. Why have fishermen
been treated in what appears to be a manner
of some arrogance towards the industry, to
treat it in this fashion? Who is responsible
for this situation, when we had indicated
what would be acceptable to the industry,
but the critical points have been ignored?
The amendments that were most critical,
that we put forward, that we believed had
been agreed, have not been introduced.

“The result is that there is now another
crisis, another issue for the industry and
more upset and trouble for fishermen who
have done so much that was very needed
for the nation during the pandemic, when
they went out and fished and continued to
provide food supplies and then they are
treated in this bad way.

“We are deeply disappointed with the
Taoiseach and really wonder why he has
done this to the industry.”

Irish South and West Fish Produc-
ers, whose members had successfully
challenged the previous Penalty Points
legislation in High Court and subse-
quently won their case against the State
when it appealed to the Supreme Court
said its membership were “dismayed
as to why Michael Martin, Taoiseach of
Ireland would sign into law S.1. No. 318
of 2020 as acting Minister for the Marine
legislation.”

The South and West statement said:
“Micheal Martin as the Leader of the Op-
position put forward a motion to overturn
the signing into law of a previous Statutory
Instrument to introduce Administrative
Sanctions and Penalty Points accumulating
up to the suspension and further confisca-
tion of licences put forward by the previous
Minster Michael Creed.

Continued on page 10 & 11
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Fishing Industry Accuses Taoiseach of “Scandalous” Action
“Entire Industry Apoplectic” As Taoiseach Reintroduces Penalty Points

Was Micheal Martin misled by Marine Department officials?

This resulted in history being made for
it was the first time a European Regulation
had been rejected by the elected representa-
tives of the people as Sinn Fein put forward
a similar motion this rejection was also
supported by many Independents.

Following this the Minister Michael
Creed replying to a question posed by FF
TD Pat the Cope Gallagher informed the
Dail 11 months ago, in September 2019 that
this European Legislation would only be
introduced into Irish Law by an Act of the
Oireachtas with the EU Regulation having
been sent to the Attorney General to be
drafted.

“Two members of the Irish South and
West FPO successfully challenged this leg-
islation in our High Court and subsequently
won the Appeals brought by the State to
the Supreme Court by Minister Michael
Creed’s Department of the Marine.

“FF were very vocal in their condem-
nation of Minister Creed’s attempts to
introduce this flawed legislation as late as
September 2019.

“Our organisation have sought reasons
for this contrary judgement from our Local
FF TD Christopher O Sullivan and he,
representing our concerns, has contact-
ed the Taoiseach and asked him to meet
with representatives of the Industry while
also expressing that he too is seeking an
amended Sl that the Irish fishing fleet and
Fishers might feel is fair to our fishermen
and women.

“This legislation was signed in on
Wednesday 26th of August with no con-
sultation whatsoever with the Industry and
no advance notification of the Taoiseach’s
intentions and all that we received was an
Email on Friday, 28", to say it was pub-
lished that day in Iris Oifigiuil.

“After contacting Local Senator Tim
Lombard who supports the view that a
meeting with our Taoiseach is critical he
has also proposed he contact the Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs to see if he too
would attend for other issues that have our

Industry in its current critical condition to
be discussed and addressed as a matter of
urgency.

Issues such as the impact Covid 19 has
had on the Markets resulting in the income
of our members reduced by up to 50% on
2019 where only for the temporary cessa-
tion of loan repayments vessels operations
could become unviable.

“The ever-worsening weather conditions
due to climate change and the greatest chal-
lenge of all the loss of our fishing grounds
in January 2021 if a No Deal Brexit that
looks ever the likely comes to pass. This,
fast-approaching, forcing of hundreds of
foreign EU vessels into our Biologically
Sensitive Irish waters could lead to the
death of the rich Irish spawning & nursery
Grounds! Surely the weight of these chal-
lenges are enough to carry for an Industry
that risks life and limb to support their
families and their Coastal Communities.”

WHAT WILL HAPPEN NOW?

The four Producer Organisations,
KFO, ISEFPO, IFPO, ISWFPO, are
united in seeking an urgent meeting
with the Taoiseach. It is rather ironic
that when the Diil rejected the last
attempt to introduce an SI, that effort
was led by FF and particularly Pat
‘The Cope’ Gallagher from Donegal,
which received a lot of cross-party
support.

What was put forward in that debate for
the content of the SI is understood to have
been largely acceptable to the industry
after discussion and consultation. How-
ever, the three parties now comprising the
current Coalition government — FF. FG,
Greens - have the numbers in the Dail, to
force through the reintroduction of Penalty
Points should it come to a Parliamentary
challenge. It will be interesting to see how
Fianna Fail and Fine Gael TDs, particularly
in coastal constituencies where Dail seats
could be under challenger will react should
there be a vote called on the issue.

POLITICAL REACTION

Fianna Fail local TDs, in partic-
ular, felt the brunt of the industry’s
anger. So did other Government TDs.
The MARINE TIMES has been told
that Coalition TDs in coastal areas
have been calling the Taoiseach’s and
Party offices to express “deep con-
cern,” about Mr. Martin’s signing of
the controversial SI, because of the
reaction they have received from the
industry.

The only political party to issue a state-
ment, by the time of going to press with this
edition, was Sinn Féin. Their Spokesperson
on Fisheries and the Marine Padraig Ma-
cLochlainn TD called on the Taoiseach to
“urgently clarify” why he signed off on the
SI without consulting with the industry.

He said it was “deeply disturbing”,
considering the controversial history behind
these enforcement measures.

“Micheal Martin knows full well the
huge controversy around this proposed
Penalty Points scheme over recent years.
He needs to urgently clarify why he signed
off on this Statutory Instrument as an
acting Minister for the Marine and without

>

consulting with representatives of the Irish
fishing industry.

“The last two Fine Gael led governments
attempted to introduce a Penalty Points
system, but this was overturned in the
Supreme Court as it was deemed unjust and
then the last Dail passed a motion to annul
and rescind a subsequent S.1 (S.1. No. 89 of
2018). Micheal Martin must remember this
as the motion was put forward by his par-
ty’s then spokesperson on the Marine and
Donegal TD Pat The Cope Gallagher.

“Fishing industry representatives have
been clear all along. They are not opposed
to a penalty points system but it must be a
fair one, based on natural justice where the
law enforcement agency (the Sea Fisher-
ies Protection Authority in this case) must
prove a person(s) guilty beyond a rea-
sonable doubt, with the right to appeal to
the High Court and that no penalty points
would be apportioned to any boat if the
owners are successful in their appeal or
defence.”

“The fishing community around the Irish
coast has been severely hit by the global
pandemic and they have been abandoned
by their government without any adequate
financial support. They are also deeply
worried about the growing danger to their
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Potting Accessories Available
Heavy duty white nylon spinners

1.5 Ton for shrimp & prawn pots - 2.5 Ton regular pots - 3.5 Ton for deep water potting
3 hole spinner available

Pot hooks single pot hooks combined with 6.5mm bungee cord double SS crimps
Seal deterrent Blue pot hooks

Whelk pot hooks — Small Size. Available in Wire and Plastic.

SS banding tool for rubber bands - 2513 lobster bands - Manilla colour available.
Small Red Rubber bands 1510

Plastic shellfish measuring gauges (3 sizes available)

100m rolls bungee cord 4mm, Smm, 6mm, 8mm, 10mm and 12mm

SOLAS approved rolls reflective tape

Stainless Steel Lobster Vee notch pliers

1Lb bags SS hog rings for 6.5 bungee cord

SS snap hook & swivel

Hand Tool (Manual Pliers) for crimping SS hog ring

Round PVC rings - all sizes

Round Pot entrance rings 3" 3 14" 4" 5" & 6"

Large SS Serrated Blade bait knife in 8" & 10” blades

Engel electrical rope cutting knife + Plug fitted.

Spare blades for Engel electric knife - Crab Nicking Knives

Small serrated knives: vee point, round end & half round type.

Tie on moulded toggles 6" & 9"long + 12mm holes fitted

Wooden handle SS spikes hollow (170mm & 280mm)

Black Nylon handle SS spike hollow (305mm)

Rolls of pot rubber narrow strip

White Twisted Nylon Netting

Pot entrance eye netting in bonded Nylon in Sizes 210/72 & 210/84 twisted nylon. Can be
sold in rolls cut to any depth or made up as single units. Can be/cut made up to individual
requirements. Suitable for Crab, Lobster, Velvet & Whelk Pots.

Also available 210/84 Knotless Nylon Netting

Bait bag netting
Small mesh Twisted PE netting in orange and black colour. Can be sold in rolls to any speci-
fied depth or made up singly to individual spec.

PE braided Potting twines
On 1kg & 2kg spools. Black & green Sizes 1.5mm up to 6mm

Pot netting in rolls
J't \| PE Braided Netting in 3mm, 3.5mm, 4mm & Smm in black, orange or green colour. Mesh
'g U sizes 40mm, 48mm, 50mm, 60mm, 65mm & 75mm inside mesh measurement top quality
't (") European produced product.

1' 0 Plastic Pot bases for repairs moulded with holes
snze 22" x 22" x 5mm - size 25" x 18" x 5mm - size 30" x 20" x 5mm

industry from a no deal outcome in Brex-

it trade negotiations. In that context and
considering the controversial history of this
scheme, this is a deeply disturbing action by
the Taoiseach.”

ASPECTS OF THE NEW SI

The SI retains provision for the
Sea Fisheries Protection Authority to
judge its own actions, as it appears
from the content:

“Where an Official detects an alleged
serious infringement involving an Irish
sea-fishing boat, wherever the boat may be,
the SFPA shall send the report and any ma-
terial collected to the Determination Panel
to determine if a serious infringement has
occurred. The SFPA, on receipt of a report
citing an alleged serious infringement shall
notify the licence holder -

(a) that an alleged serious infringement
has been detected:

(b) that the matter shall be sent to the
Determination Panel to determine if a seri-
ous infringement has occurred:

(¢) of the opportunity for the holder of
the licence to make submissions in writing
to the Determination Panel within 30 work-
ing days from the date of the notification,
and

(d) that the holder of the licence may,
within 30 working days from the date of the
notification, make in writing a request for
an oral hearing to the Determination Panel.

The “Determination Panel” will be estab-
lished by the SFPA and its three members
will be appointed also by the SFPA to make
a decision “for the purpose of determining
whether a serious infringement has oc-
curred.” This Panel is given the authority to

WHY THE INSISTENCE ON
ISOLATING FISHERMEN?

If the SI is not amended it can be
expected that its reintroduction will
again be the focus of legal challenge.

What has been done, at the insistence it
appears of the Department of the Marine,
is that it has re-opened a major battle with
the fishing industry which has consistently
taken the position that it is not opposed to
the requirement for a Penalty Points system
to deal with alleged illegal actions under
EU regulations, but challenges the legal
unfairness involved in the SI, particularly in
relation to retaining penalties on a fisher-
man even if exonerated of any offence in
the Courts.

This is contrary to how all other Irish
citizens are treated.

The maintaining of Penalty Points even
after legal exoneration in the Courts is
also extended to any sale of a fishing boat
involved and there is provision to impact
them on possible future purchasers.

“What is proposed could effectively
be the form of a life sentence, never to be
removed and that is not imposed with any
other form of penalty or fine imposition
on any other citizen of Ireland, so why on
fishermen,” a Skipper asked.

From the investigation of how this
happened by the MARINE TIMES it is
difficult to avoid the suggestion that there
is determination by some sectors within the
Department of the Marine “to bring fish-
ermen to heel” as one source, requiring to
remain anonymous because of being within
government, told this paper.

“This stems from the way the industry
fought the Department previously and won

“arrange its own business as it sees fit” and
make decisions by “simple majority.” The

Determination Panel shall, “if so requested 3 .
by the licence holder, hold an oral hearing would get it through the Dail when the

for the purposes of the determination,” says then Mm‘ister for the Marine was pl'E'.']’.?Z.H'E!d
the SI. to move it there. That defeat in the Dail, a

historic one because it was the first time this
ever happened to any government and any
Department, particularly rankled in Marine
which was seen has having suffered a major
reverse at the hands of fishermen. The
Department has officials who want to bring

I
: t -‘ 'N Heavy duty cable ties. 8" + 10" pot entrances (Necks) for Top Entry Creels ‘J
Accusharp Knife Sharpener - Qil Stones - Wooden Handle Sharpening Stones.

its case in Courts,” we were told. “There
are officials who were certain that they

——

More Potting accessories available

SS 4 Prong Throwing Grapnel Hook - 8" ( 1kg) 10" (1.2kg) 12" (2.5kg)

Good quality SS fish filleting knives

Spencer Carter galvanised steel Heavy Duty frame open sided potting blocks + Swivel Head.
% ton size + spare parts available (Nylon Pulley Wheel + Fittings).

1 ton size + spare parts available (Nylon Pulley Wheel + Fittings).
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There is provision for the Minister to
appoint “one or more than one person
nominated by the Attorney General, who
is a practising barrister or solicitor of not
less than 5 years” standing to consider an
appeal who shall, in relation to the appeal,

——

New range of Inflatable Marker Buoys

With heavy duty outer skin + strong improved & valves with ribbed outer skin for better per-
formance available in colours Red & hi-vis Saturn Yellow. Sizes A0 (30" Circ.) A1 (40” Circ.)
A2 (50" Circ.) Low drag type LD-1 (40") & LD-2 (507).

e
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I
. ) {) fishermen to heel, but they may have gone
Also, we have the full range of regular inflatable buoys (Fender Type (F Series). ’_l"- be called the “Appeals Officer”. too far this time.”
]
Let us quote you for any specific item. f . ; -5 .
We can arrange delivery of small parcels up to 30kg by Courier. l."I The ol agam contams? whatlms been LATEST
For larger items we can arrange pallet delivery / Van or Lorry Delivery. "(ll'fﬁl stron.g!y resisted by the lﬂdUSt}'Y, the _
We can accept payment over the telephone for Debit / Credit Cards. ) :V, pro.\nswr} U“dﬂ_' Mattc—irs relating to points As the MARINE TIMES went to
Visit our website: www.cavanaghnetsitd.com i (| assigned’: “Points assigned to a holder of press it was learned that the Taoi-
il an Irish licence remain assigned regardless

seach had agreed to meet the Fish
Producer Organisations.

For further information please contact or email us at:

of any criminal proceedings pending, or the
outcome of any such proceedings, in respect
of the serious infringement concerned.”

z'(

i

““NET$ LTD
'!;' FISHING GEAR SUPPLIERS

[f“i':' Drumaweir House, Greencastle, Co. Donegal F93 CK44
Yl

Tel: 00 353 74 93 81178 Fax: 00 353 74 93 81014
Email: sales@cavanaghnetsitd.com

Ballycotton - Photo by Brian Motyer
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news from Castletownbere
Helen Riddell

New Beara Maritime History Book

A new book People of the Sea: A
Maritime History of Beara by Marc
O’Sullivan Vallig was officially launched
in Beara by The British Ambassador to
Ireland, Robin Barnett, on August 22",

People
of the
Sea

A Maritime History of Beara

MARC O’SULLIVAN VALLIG

Mr Barnett who was on a personal trip
to Beara, said “It’s my first time here in
Beara,” said Mr Barnett, “and it’s fantastic.
I’m learning about the British history in
Berehaven, and the real importance of
fishing in the area. I'm privileged to have
been presented with a copy of People of the
Sea: A Maritime History of Beara, which
has given me some wonderful insights,
through the voices of local people who have
lived through these experiences. It’s a great
book.”

Mr Barnett was welcomed to
Castletownbere by Jim O’Sullivan of

Beara Tourism and Larry Murphy, owner
and skipper of local fishing vessel,
the Menhaden.

People of the Sea: A Maritime History
of Beara by Marc O’Sullivan Vallig is
published by Beara Tourism, with support
from BIM. Signed copies are available
from the Tourist Office, Castletownbere and
can be ordered at bearatourism 1 (@ gmail.
com (€20 plus postage). The book is also
available on Amazon.

Late Michael D O’Sullivan

Sympathy is extended to the family
of the late Michael D O’Sullivan (Slim)
of Castletownbere and Bere Island who
passed away on July 30th in the presence of
his family at Castletownbere Community
Hospital. In accordance with HSE
guidelines Michael’s funeral was private.
Following the funeral service at the Church
of the Sacred Heart, Castletownbere his
cortege made its way along the town’s main
pier as fisherman and his many friends
stood to pay their respects. Castletownbere
RNLI Lifeboat station flew the station flag
at half-mast. Michael is survived by his
wife Angela, daughter Tracy, sons Darren
and Joe, his sister Mary, brothers Pat,
Dan and John and his extended family,
neighbours and friends.

Castletownbere RNLI Lifeboat

In the last week of August the
Castletownbere RNLI lifeboat came to the
aid of two yachts in separate incidents,
which saw them break their moorings.

On Friday August 21 the lifeboat was
launched to assist a yacht, which had

’ Dinish Isfand;xC
broken away from its moorings on Bere
Island. The yacht was spotted drifting
in the channel between the island and
the mainland and being blown towards
the shore in very windy conditions. A
concerned member of the public raised the
alarm requesting immediate assistance. The
lifeboat was launched within minutes under
the command of Coxswain Dean Hegarty
and located the vessel drifting towards the
shore in Force 6/7 winds. There was nobody
aboard the yacht and no damage was
sustained. At this stage a local boat from
Bere Island had the yacht taken under tow
and the lifeboat accompanied both vessels
to safety. Commenting on the callout
Castletownbere RNLI Lifeboat Deputy
Launching Authority, Felix O’Donoghue
commended the member of the public for
raising the alarm and therefore avoiding the
yacht being blown ashore.

On August 25" the lifeboat launched in
gale force winds in response to a report that
a yacht had broken its moorings near the
Colt Rock in Berehaven Harbour. Within
minutes the lifeboat had located the yacht,
at this stage a member of the yacht’s crew
had brought the vessel under control. The
lifeboat returned to the station and was
made ready for service.

First Female Diver for Irish Navy

Irish Naval history was made in August
when Sub Lt Tahlia Britton from Donegal
became the first woman to qualify as a
naval diver. Sub Lt Britton completed
the final two weeks of what is one of the
Defence Forces toughest courses at the
Defence Forces base on Bere Island where

st,l_;ét‘bv‘v nbere. Photo courtesy Brian Motyer

she was awarded her diver’s badge along
with two colleagues, Able Mechanic Rob
Mulqueen from Limerick and Able Seaman
Emmet O'Hanlon from Cork. Diving
conditions around the island allow the
trainee divers to dive to their qualifying
depths.

B r
M .

A ceremony was held for the group
on their return to the naval base at
Haulbowline where Flag Officer
Commander Michael Malone presented the
three new divers with their diving logbooks.

Beara Film Fest

The organisers of the Beara Film Fest
have announced that due to the continued
threat of COVID-19 and its resurgence in
Ireland it would not be deemed safe to
go ahead with this years Film festival in
October. Festival director Ger O’Leary
said “it is disappointing to us all, but the
safety of the audience, volunteers and the
wider community as a whole is paramount
at all times.” The Beara Film Fest 2021
will be held on Saturday July 3. All
who successfully submitted for 2020 will
automatically qualify for 2021.
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news from H Owth

Tracey Floyd

it Is An Interesting Year With
Not Much Happening

But the world hasn’t stopped and the
world keeps spinning. There are still a
few things going on in Howth. Fingal
Tourism where earlier this year, trying
to persuade Howth Tourism into having
a small Dublin Bay Prawn Festival this
September. That was thought by the
Howth Tourism group to be ill advised
and local business decided to put the
health and welfare of their customers
and staff ahead of any potential local gov-
ernment funding and say No.

Most restaurants in Howth are still open
for business and doing OK despite the
stringent controls by the various powers
that be. Large amounts of money have been
pumped into each premises and the training
of staff in order to achieve compliance. In
most cases this requires a severely reduced
capacity. Many of the local businesses here
are generations in the making and not going
to lay down for any virus. They are still
committed to buying and selling your catch
and keeping seafood and the industry at the
heart of this nation.

Hand on heart everyone in Howth, just
like you, all around the coast, are still reel-
ing from the shock of not being able to just
go for a pint!

Thank’s to Harry McLoughlin and
team the Middle Pier is also just about to
be refaced and this will mean a welcome
addition to the berths available to vessels in
Howth Harbour, albeit it’ll probably mean
a bit of a disruption to the parking situation
for the restaurants. We hope to keep you
updated on the progress of this welcome
development. After all at the end of the day
it is a working harbour!

In other news! The Balscadden Bay Fish-
ermans Coop has also been reclaimed. This
wonderful building which has been allowed
to become derelict over recent years, will
now doubt be a wonderful site and hopeful-
ly become yet another terrific amenity on
the harbour. Refurbishment has now begun
and we will be watching with bated breath
to see this sympathetic reconstruction and
just who gets the tender for her. It will be
interesting to see what will now become of
her in her new life. Regardless it is surely
better to be something other than nothing
and derelict?

On a slightly more sour note, there is
grave concern with regard to the Ice Plant
in Howth, it would seem it is no longer
functioning. Will it be fixed, replaced,
changed, or refitted to better suit the need?

With so many of the vessels containing
independent freezing ability nowadays
there is a major concern among Fisher-
men of a more traditional nature, that
the Ice Plant will go the way of many
others such as in Dingle.

Like 2020 This Gift Will Keep
On Giving

Rolled out in November 2018 the
ILO C188 is now becoming apparent
within the industry. There are a number
of aspects involved under this piece of
legislation and too much to encompass in
one piece here.

In order to make it more digestible and
attainable lets attempt to break it down
into sections. The feeling is that although
many parts of this legislation will not be
monitored until a Marine Notice is issued
it does not mean that it is of no concern for
Owners, Skippers or crew. It would suggest
the opposite. It is in fact an opportunity for
the industry to begin to take some control
of their own industry. You are not passive
bystanders. This is your livelihood.

ENG11 Medical Form

On the face of it this is not a bad thing
and indeed it is actually an opportunity
for fishers to properly look after their
health. It is a good thing. It essentially
puts you up there with a Google employ-
ees conditions by being given the facility
to avail of free health screening. Renewal
is required every two years.

For those of you who have not yet
had this Medical in the last month or so
you should note that the system has now
changed. Under the directive this is a condi-
tion of your employment on-board a vessel
and one that the owner must comply with.
It will be checked both sporadically and
during two and four year surveys, in a simi-
lar way to your basic safety training cards.

The one change that has happened is that
the registered doctors can now no longer
take appointments for these medicals with-
out the fisher having a Seafarers number.
This I am told is because due to covid these
registrations now need to be done on-line.

There was confusion at the outset, as
when you go to the website to register the
website would not allow registration unless
you had either a skippers ticket or a radio
ticket, your basic training certificate does
not qualify you.

Upon investigation and discussion with
the very helpful guys and girls at seafarers.
ie it has transpired that you just ignore page
| of the online registration (despite what the
website says) and continue to the subse-
quent pages (next page) where it will ask
you for the details of your passport, email
and phone number and postal address. The
registration itself is actually very simple.
The final stage of the registration will
require you verify via your email address in
a similar to most online registrations. Click
on the link and you are done. From there
you contact a registered doctor and make
your appointment using your number.

The question has been asked as to what
the benefits there are for this registration

Heading out of Howth - Photo courtesy Phil Hanlon

and the current answer is none other than
the completion of your ENGI11 and your
continued employment. From what I can
gather at the moment there are no addi-
tional benefits to the Share Fishers revenue
status however this is something that we
will investigate further. The only current
information is that it is a requirement for
working aboard a vessel and or training in
any seafarers course.

Watch Keepers Training

This is also an aspect of the ILO 188
which will likely bite the industry on the
bum in due course and a bite that you
could expect to be easily averted if the
appropriate training were indeed avail-
able. Despite repeated official requests
through the appropriate bodies, this
training, is not available. Furthermore, it
would seem that there are not any imme-
diate plans to make it available.

In a straw poll of owners, skippers
and crew there is literally 100% buy in of
participants for this training, the hunger is
there to upskill and make vessels more safe
and efficient and the work time directive a
more practical entity aboard vessels through
the safe division of tasks to trained person-
nel.

Moreover, it also aids in making the fish-
ing industry a more attainable and attractive
employment perspective to new recruits
while at the same time offering a trajectory
for improvement for those already working
in the industry to better themselves and to
take their many skills to another level and
achieve a certification that would be rec-
ognised across other seafaring industries.

Not everyone has the financial ability to
buy a boat but everyone has the ability to
work their way up through this industry in
the best way possible and they should be
supported in this, by means of attainable
training and certification. A certified Watch
Keepers course is the first step in achieving
this. Times are hard and we cannot afford

to be complacent. Small steps to reach the
ultimate goal.

With Covid 19 we have all suffered at its
“hands” and perhaps it is time to re-assess.
Valuable crew should be given the opportu-
nity to challenge themselves and be reward-
ed with an achievement. An achievement
that will ultimately improve the working
of any vessel and enhance the entire safety
protocols on-board the vessel.

On-line training has now become the
norm and so there should be no reason
why a Watch Keeping course should not be
developed which could include on the job
training on-board their respective vessels
or sign off by industry/authority approved
designated vessels.

The alternative is that, in a few weeks
time, potentially, a Marine Notice could
very well be issued, in line with the require-
ments of the ILO188 and each and every
vessel without a trained Watch Keeper or
Second Skipper on board will not be able to
go to sea. Your vessel will be tied up, can
you afford that? Now? Ever?

Whenever the Marine Notice is issued,
the fact is that, it is currently part of law
and you would hope or even expect, that
the industry would be given the respect of
having the ability to be “for once” ahead
of the game and to be allowed to have their
crew trained up to standard.

The long and short of it is, that it would
appear that most owners, skippers and crew
would prefer to have this training available
regardless of any Marine Notice, how do
we convince the authorities to listen to what
the industry wants and needs even before
it is imposed upon us like bold school kids
in a way that will impact negatively on
business?

I would welcome any feedback in rela-
tion to this and I promise it will be passed
on to people who might listen. Email:
doransskippersmate(@gmail.com Mobile ;
086 2752784
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The Value of Fishermen

The value of fishermen and a
fishing family in the communi-
ty was well proved in the rescue
by Patrick Oliver and his son
Morgan off Inisheer in the Aran
Islands of the two missing women
paddle boarders.

They had gone out searching, with their
own calculation of to where the 17 and
23-year-old might have been taken by wind
and tide after they disappeared having
launched their paddle board at Furbo,
Beach near Spiddal. Patrick is a member
of Galway Lifeboat Station and his own
daughters said that, when he heard the news
of the missing women, he intended to help,
as if it had been part of his own family who
were in need of assistance. Father-and-son
Patrick and Morgan located the missing
paddle boarders 17 miles from where they
had left, clinging to a lobster marker buoy.
These were very lucky ladies whose lives
were saved by fishermen.

“Dad had a plan about the ground we
wanted to cover with the way the wind and
the tide was going so there was possible
sighting north of Inis Oirr. That didn’t
work out, so we continued on that line,
between Inis Oirr and Clare. We always felt
we would find them,” said Morgan, “You
can’t explain it, but some days you have a
good instinct when you are leaving that it
will work out and today was one of those.
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They were conscious when we got them, a
bit confused because they thought nobody
was looking for them. I have been on boats
since two days after [ was born. It runs in
our family and I have been on a few rescues
before, but it doesn’t always work out.
Thank God they are alive and well,” said
Morgan.

All credit to Patrick and Morgan Oliver.

It Seemed Like A Miracle -
The Head and the Foot of a
Different Type of Rescue!

Paddy’s foot was stuck, the tide was
incoming and the water was so high that
only his neck and head were clear. He
was near to drowning, one of his legs
wedged underwater and the bolt cutters
had failed to cut the thick steel bar that
had him trapped.

“We were under pressue with the tide
rising. We had about five minutes left to
get him free,” says Michael O’Sullivan of
Kinsale RNLI. That was when his special
knowledge came to the rescue.

With three crew member colleagues in
their Atlantic 85 they had been called out
on a Sunday morning, not long after return
from an early-morning exercise.

“We got to the scene where there were
adults and kids in the water, trying to help
the casualty but without success. They
shouted that they couldn’t leave him — he
was part of the family.”

Michael reasoned with the group to get
them to move to safety from the rising tide
in the tidal Rover Bandon and then ap-
proached the casualty — a tall Point-to-Point
racing horse, with its foot stuck in an oyster
bed trestle in the Bandon River. After the
bolt cutters failed to free Paddy’s left hind
leg Michael, who was familiar with horses
from when he was a kid decided on what
could be a dangerous move.

Union Hall RNLI volunteers pictured following their callout of August 27th

“I had to get carefully behind the fright-
ened animal and try to calm him. I put my
head underwater and as I put my foot down
the back of his knee he lifted his foot, it was
a conditioning response from being shoed.

I did it again, hit the back of his knee,
wedged by foot under his hoof and it just
popped out. He was free.”

For the family of Paddy’s owners, most
of them apart from the owner, Paul, already
shephered to safety at the river’s edge, it
was like a miracle.

“No magic, not even horse whispering,
we were lucky,” says Michael.

Paddy had only a few scrapes and
bruises from his ordeal. Just another RNLI
rescue!

Launch A Memory

A new all-weather RNLI lifeboat,
which will be permanently based at Clif-
den in Connemara, will proudly carry
the names of up to 10,000 people, placed
on it by their loved ones. The Shannon
class all-weather lifeboat, which will be
built in the RNLI’s All-Weather Lifeboat
centre, is the second such lifeboat to be
part of the charity’s ‘Launch a Memory’
fundraising campaign and the first to be
based in Ireland.

Through the ‘Launch a Memory’
campaign, members of the public and
supporters of the charity will be able to
commemorate a loved one by making
a donation online and submitting that
person’s name. The name of each person
being remembered will be featured within
the lifeboat’s letters (RNLI) and numbers,
or decal, displayed on the vessel’s hull in
lettering 3-4mm in height. The first Launch
a Memory lifeboat is due to go on service in
Invergordon, Scotland.

The honour of the first name on the new
lifeboat will go to a young lifeboat volun-
teer, Lee Early (26), from Donegal, who
tragically lost his life last year when he
was involved in an accident on Arranmore
Island. Lee was the Deputy Coxswain at
Arranmore RNLI and a Skipper of the local
ferry, who loved the sea and the charity that
saved lives at sea. In a tribute to him, that
charity will put his name as the first one on
the new lifeboat, contained in the letters
RNLI, alongside others whose loved ones
want to commemorate them.

Lee’s father Jimmy Early, Arranmore
RNLI lifeboat Coxswain said, ‘I am so
proud that my son’s name will be on the
Clifden lifeboat that will be stationed off
the west coast of Ireland. We live on an
island off a larger island and so the sea is in
our blood. I am very proud to be a lifeboat
Coxswain, and 1 was so proud of Lee when
he followed in my footsteps. He is with us
always. Every time we launch the lifeboat,
we think of him, and this is a very meaning-
ful way to commemorate him.’

‘I know his name will be joined by
thousands of others whose loved ones want
them remembered in such a special way.
That lifeboat will launch many times in its
lifetime and bring many people to safety. |
couldn’t think of a better way for someone
to be remembered.’

Daniel Curran, RNLI Engagement Lead,

said: “We are so pleased to be able to bring
‘Launch A Memory’ to Ireland, with a
lifeboat that will save lives off our coast
for generations. Everyone who supports
the campaign will receive email updates
about the lifeboat, keeping them informed
of all major developments on its journey to
going on service and saving lives at sea in
Clifden.’

‘RNLI lifeboat crews are busier than
ever. The ‘Launch a Memory’ campaign,
while a fundraiser for the charity, is also a
way for us to say thank you to those people
who support the lifeboat service and our
volunteer lifeboat crew.’

There are three ways people can get the
name of a loved one on the Launch a Mem-
ory lifeboat. Donations can be made online
at rnli.org/launchamemory by phone on 01-
895 1800 (Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm)
or alternatively by post to RNLI, Airside,
Swords, County Dublin K67 WA24. There
is a suggested donation of €30 with space
to commemorate up to 10,000 names on the
lifeboat.

John Killeen is New Chair of
RNLI Ireland

Dr. John Killeen of Galway, noted engi-
neer, businessman, national administrator
and sailing enthusiast, has been elected
Chairman of Irish Lifeboats in succession to
David Delamer of Howth. The Galwayman
will continue in his role as a member of the
main board of the parent body, the RNLI.
He is also Chairman of the Marine Institute.

Union Hall RNLI Launched
to Aid A Fishing Vessel
Experiencing Engine Difficulty

The volunteer lifeboat crew was re-
quested to launch their inshore lifeboat
Margaret Bench of Solihull, on the morn-
ing of Thursday 27th August at 5.37am to
a fishing vessel, with two people onboard,
that was just west of Glandore harbour
in West Cork.

The lifeboat helmed by Chris Collins
with Darren Collins and Jordan Limrick
onboard, launched at 5.46am and made
its way to the area where the vessel was
fishing.

Once on scene, the volunteer crew spoke
with the two people, who were well and
wearing life jackets. A lifeboat crew mem-
ber went aboard as the boat was experienc-
ing engine trouble and attached a towline.
The boat was towed back to Union Hall
pier and tied up. The lifeboat was back on
station at 7.05am.

Speaking following the callout John
Kelleher, Union Hall RNLI Lifeboat Op-
erations Manager said: ‘“We would remind
everyone going to sea always carry a means
of communication, wear a life jacket and
respect the water’,

It has been a very hectic month for
our rescue services and the Marine
Times would like to acknowledge the
dedication and service of all who put
their lives on the line for those at sea.
Thank you.



THIS ISLAND

NATION RADIO
MARITIME RADIO
FOR MARITIME IRELAND

Supported by the MARINE TIMES,
the programme about Ireland’s
maritime culture, history, tradition
and development

RADIO STATIONS
BROADCASTING

THIS ISLAND NATION:

CORK - CRY 104 FM YOUGHAL
MONDAYS 6.30 p.m.

WEST CORK FM
CORK CITY COMMUNITY RADIO

COMMUNITY RADIO
BERE ISLAND 101.1FM

DUBLIN SOUTH 93.9FM
DUBLIN NEAR FM 90.3 FM
DUBLIN LIFFEY SOUND 96.4FM
DUBLIN CITY FM 103.2FM

ERRIS FM 90.8 FM
KILKENNY CITY COMMUNITY RADIO 88.7 FM

ATHLONE COMMUNITY RADIO 88.4 FM
DUNDALK 100 FM

CLARE
RAIDIO CORCA BAISCINN 94.8 FM

GALWAY - KINVARA FM 92 .4

CONNEMARA COMMUNITY RADIO
87.8 FM and 106.1 FM

WEST LIMERICK 102FM
SATURDAYS 2p.m.

PODCASTS

ITUNES: https://podcasts.apple.com/ie/

podcast/this-island-nation/id1451636162
MIXCLOUD: https://lwww.mixcloud.com/
CRY 104F M/this-island-nation-28th-octo-
ber-2019/

SPOTIFY: https://spoti.fil2DX9F5F

You can also hear the Podcast of the
current programme and archived past
editions on the Marine Times website
www.marinetimes.ie

I'm always interested to hear
your stories, comments.

Email: thisislandnation@gmail.com

Tom MacSweeney’s

This Island Nation

2 S e — : — = = e e

Marine Scribe’s Diar

About the culture, history, tradition and developments in MARITIME IRELANYD

i i

Why Does Ireland’s Best-Known Whale ‘Boomerang’
Prefer Cork and Waterford to Kerry?

The “best-known whale in Irish waters” fascinated me this past month Boomerang, as he has been named,
is an adult male humpback whale, first seen off the West Cork coast in August of 2001, nineteen years ago.
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The stunning close-up photograph of
him on this page is by Ronan Mc Laughlin,
provided courtesy of the Irish Whale and
Dolphin Group who describe Boomerang
as “by far the best-known whale in Irish
waters.”

He returned to the waters of West Cork
this August.

“His annual return in most years to our
local waters is the strongest evidence we
have as to the importance of our inshore
waters for these gentle giants,” Padraig
Whooley, Sightings Officer of the Irish
Whale and Dolphin Group told me.

Colin Barnes and his boat the Holly Jo
are well-known for running Cork Whale
Watch from Reen Pier outside Union Hall
fishing village. He spotted Boomerang
again,

Colin has 45 years’ experience of the
waters off West Cork where he gave up
commercial fishing in 2000, moving into
eco-tourism a year later with whale watch-
ing as his main activity. He works closely
with IWDG in their scientific research and
was involved in developing recommenda-
tions for responsible whale watching and
marine eco-tourism.

“I have extensive records of year-round
whale, dolphin and porpoise activity, which
provide compelling evidence of how im-
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portant West Cork is to cetaceans,” he says.

Boomerang was spotted on a trip last
month during which those aboard Holly Jo
saw a mixed group of fin, humpback and
minke whales.

“Three whale species seen at one time,”
Padraig Whooley said. “From the humpback
images taken by Skipper Colin Barnes and
sent to IWDG, we can confirm that one was
none other than Boomerang, who is actually
number three on our Irish catalogue and was
first documented nineteen years ago.

“We have recorded him on 50 occasions
since, in 15 of the past 19 years, between
West Cork and Waterford. It doesn’t seem
that long ago when humpback whale sight-
ings in Irish waters were a rare occurrence,”
said Padraig.

The first sighting made of whales in
Irish waters was of three humpbacks off the
Kinsale Gas Field in September 1999. It is
amazing how they have arrived every year
since. When reporting the first sightings
| remember how unusual it was because
most Irish people had never seen a whale in
reality.

“It doesn’t seem that long ago when
humpback whale sightings in Irish waters
were a rare occurrence,” said Padraig.

Things have changed considerably in
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Irish waters. Amongst a group of three
humpbacks found in outer Dingle Bay in
July by Nick Massett, also of IWDG, two
were newcomers to the Group’s observers.

You can read more about whales in
Irish waters in Padraig Whooley’s column
from the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group
on PAGE 24 of this edition of the MA-
RINE TIMES. He reveals that the Group
now has a catalogue of 102 whales that
have been seen in Irish waters. A number
have come several times and a link has
been established showing that they come
to Ireland in Summer from their Cabo
Verdes humpbacks breeding ground. Pho-
tographs of a whale taken off Boa Vista
Island on February 25 this year confirm
that the same whale was photographed on
June 25 of last year off the Blasket Islands.

That is fascinating.

There is a very interesting aspect
of Boomerang’s visits to Irish waters,
because he doesn’t venture offshore off
Kerry, “Interestingly,” Padraig says, “De-
spite over 53 sightings in almost 20 years,
Boomerang, has never once been record-
ed in Kerry. Only in Cork and Waterford.”

There is no apparent reason.

I wondered if he was avoiding chal-
lenging Fungi’s dominance in Dingle!
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““The sector has proved itself able to get through a lot of challenges in the past, but this
is unprecedented and that’s what it boils down to and down to jobs and employment,

year-round jobs which can be

The National Inshore Fishermen’s
Association has spoken out strongly
about the treatment of their sector of
the industry and the manner in which
fishing generally, has been dealt with
by government. When the most recent
tranche of grant awards totalling
€1.2 million was announced to 93
Fisheries Local Action Groups (FLAG)
projects as part of Ireland’s European
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF)
Seafood Development Programme,
NIFA commented that they included
“grant aid for materials for painters
and decorators yet nothing specific and
meaningful to help the hundreds of
inshore fishing enterprises that face a
very uncertain future.”

Responding to the treatment of the
industry during the Covid 19 health
crisis, it said: “So it looks like this
government s praise for the fishing
industry as an essential sector working
during the pandemic is very similar to
that of the last government’.... in that it's
completely hollow

When Dara Calleary resigned as
Minister for the Marine over the Golfgate

BIM CEO Jim O'Toole and former Minister Michael Creed, TD with Alex Crowley

scandal, NIFA commented: “What a
disaster, the inshore fishing sector is in the
midst of an unprecedented economic crisis.
Is a little political stability in this portfolio
too much to ask for?”

NIFA says its purpose is “to make
measurable and sustainable impact on the
revenue and livelihood of Inshore Fishing
folk.” Its focus is placed on the “needs and
well-being of boat owners and their crews
involved in Inshore Fishing.” It aims to
‘bring our members’ insights to policy-
makers to ensure our members can compete
effectively to sustain their families and to
enrich rural Ireland.”

Alex Crowley from Caherciveen in
County Kerry is NIFA’s Secretary General,
a full-time fisherman who owns and
Skippers the MFV Emma Lou, fishing a
range of inshore species including: potting
for brown crab, lobster and spider crab;
gillnetting, trammel netting and tangle
netting for crayfish. He has had wide
experience and membership of several
fishing organisations and State-established
groups including Chairing the National
Inshore Fisheries Forum for two years.

of the MFV Emma Lou T450, who was the winner of the Best in Sustainable Fish-

ing Award in 2018

Tom MacSweeney, Deputy Editor,
Marine Times Newspaper interviewed
Alex Crowley in the aftermath of Mr.
Calleary’s resignation and he made clear
the concerns of the inshore sector:

“We are deeply concerned. We need
representation at the Cabinet table. We need
a strong Minister there for fishing but we
haven’t had one there in that fashion for
some time now and in the short-term, as of
now, it is unclear who we will have. We’re
suffering as a sector and we can’t afford that
for our future. We are in an unprecedented
crisis and if you look at what came out as
help from the government in the pandemic,
there was very little towards the fishing
industry. You can’t help wondering that, if
there was a strong voice for fishing at the
Cabinet table that that should not have been
the case. We haven’t had that and we are
feeling the effects of that really.”

Q: Anybody appointed to the post is
going to need time to get settled into the
position so there will be all the business of
reading into the job, the rounds of meetings
and so on, so it will be some time before
they are fully up to speed won't it?

ALEX: Brexit is a huge issue and
Agriculture, Food and the Marine is a huge
folio so whoever steps in and that is likely
to be September and that person is going
to have to be fully briefed and meet the
stakeholders and meet counterparts in the
EU and all the rest of it, so even if whoever
takes over is highly competent and highly
dedicated it could be the end of September
by the time the new Minister is up to speed
on all the issues involved, many of which
are highly complex to be dealt with.

Q: And that is all lost time which you
are saying, particularly for the inshore
sector, is facing a lot of difficulties that you
have identified and which need attention.

ALEX: Talking to members over the
last couple of weeks things are difficult.
We have had the first Autumn storms, so
Autumn is here and talking to members

few and far between in the coastal communities”

most of them feel that their turnover is
down 50 per cent, in some cases over

50 per cent. Traditionally Autumn and
Winter would be a poor time, a very
challenging time for inshore fishermen,
so you are depending on the Summer to
make your money and they have not been
able to do that and they are facing into
the difficulty of Winter.

There are challenging times ahead and
in the context of Covid, the markets we
depend on are quite unstable and at this
stage even starting to slow down with
more restrictions and lockdowns coming
in countries like Italy, Spain, France and
in Asia where we are seeing the effects
on markets already.

There is a very uncertain time ahead.
We are not prepared for it and we are
concerned that there may not be the
capacity to deal with it financially. There
are a couple of tough months coming
ahead and you would be worried until
come next March when you would hope
that things might, hopefully, pick up
again.

Will all inshore fishermen be able to
survive? That is the big concern we have.

Q: That seems to mean there are a lot
of worried people in the inshore sector.

ALEX: It does. The sector has
proved itself able to get through a
lot of challenges in the past, but this
is unprecedented and that’s what it
boils down to and down to jobs and
employment, year-round jobs which can
be few and far between in the coastal
communities. Though inshore fishermen
do their best the traditional time is the
Summer and that has been tough and
difficult with the pandemic and now we
are facing into tough months ahead and,
without a strong voice at the Cabinet
table to reflect that situation and do
something about it and help the sector, it
is not very encouraging really.
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he South - West View

the State.

The Chief Executive of the South and
West Fish Producers’ Organisation,

| Patrick Murphy, says the fishing in-

| dustry deserves better treatment by

We Deserve Better

I feel the coastal communities who are supported by their fishing In-
dustry need to understand that, without public support to highlight the
importance of our Industry, our politicians and our mainstream media

will pay us no mind.

We have lost not one but two Ministers
at a time strong leadership is needed.

A taste, | fear of what is to come is
howling at us now. Storm Ellen followed
by Storm Francis, these coupled with the
continuing depressed markets spells disas-
ter in all languages for all fishermen and
fisherwomen.

1 too, feel we must howl and roar to be
heard.

Our ‘big brother’ the farming commu-
nity is unnaturally quiet in my view. Such
uncertainty never before seen faces us both,
as Brexit and the ever increasing probabili-
ty of a “No Deal” looms ever closer.

The world is distracted.

Covid 19 and the run-up to the US
Presidential election takes centre stage,
interrupted by reports of flooding close to
my home in Cork.

A few wise sayings spring to mind —
“Time waits for no man and no one is
irreplaceable, but this is no comfort for the
hard working brave people who risk all in
our Industry.

1 feel we deserve better than what has
NOT been given.

Action is needed, words are no longer

enough support and real support that will
ensure we will have an Industry going for-
ward is required now.

I truly believe the horse has left the sta-
ble - but we can still see it in the corner of
the yard we have time, will those who are in
a position to help us going to open the gate
or help us put the valuable horse back in its
stable?

On a positive note the Irish South and
West continue to work hard for our indus-
try. The implementation of the Demersal
Quota balancing is now implemented with
opportunities affected in September. The
policy states the balancing must be carried
out at the earliest possible opportunity. T
this however takes no account of the inter-
vening months’ landings that may be under
the vessel’s allocation and the massive
effect this immediate payback could have
on a vessel’s financial viability.

We propose an amendment to the policy
- a similar system afforded to operators in
the pelagic fisheries one where it is allowed
to balance any payback in a percentage
rather than the Maximum amount in one
month.

I hope the reader supports this view it is
difficult enough without making it harder
for ourselves.

DORANS
Skippers Mate

Giving Skippers Peace of Mind

With an ever growing list of rules and regulation, fishing vessel owners and
skippers are finding it more time consuming and complex to adhere to the
many rules and regulations covering fishing vessels and their crews.

Doran’s are offering a service to assist skippers in complying with these regu-
lations and to give them a “Go to Person” to act as a buffer between the MSO,
SFPA, HSA and BIM etc. Talk to us today for a no obligation assessment.

Contact us to learn of our extensive range of services - Let us be your
“Go to Person” to ease the burden on busy Skippers and Owners.

Contact - Tracey Floyd Mobile: 00353-(0)862752784
e-mail: doransskippersmate@gmail.com
Website: www.doransskippersmate.wix.com/doransskippersmate

Let us help you and your crew stay safe at sea

Another Unusual Arrival in
Irish Waters - The Oilfish

Report by Tom MacSweeney

The unusual fish being found in Irish waters are intriguing. The latest
is an Oilfish, caught about 80 nautical miles south west of Castletown-
bere, only the third of its kind ever taken in our waters.

Padraig King holding the Oilfish caught by the 'Cisemair’ out of Castletownbere

The first Irish specimen was caught 86
years ago and the second 17 years ago.

The first, measuring 109 centimetres and
weighing 7.5 kilogrammes, was taken in
a demersal trawl at a depth of 347 me-
tres, also off the South/West coast, during
September of 1934. It is preserved in the
Natural History Museum in London.

The second, measuring 100 ¢cm and
weighing 6.36 kgs, was captured in a simi-
lar trawl at 1,100 metres off the South West
in September 2003. It is preserved in the
Natural History Museum in Paris.

The third to be caught, was taken by the
trawler Cisemair out of Castletownbere in
the past week, measuring 100 cm while
pair-pelagic trawling for albacore with the
Buddy M of Crosshaven.

Declan Quigley of the Sea Fisheries
Protection Authority is an expert in fisheries
research and has published 375 scientific
papers about this work.

“The Oilfish is a wide-ranging bentho-
pelagic and oceanodromous species found
in tropical and temperate waters throughout
the world,” he told me. “This is usually
offshore over the Continental Shelf at
depths of 200 to 400 metres, but sometimes
in oceanic waters down to 800 metres. The
flesh is very oily, with purgative properties,
and should only be consumed with caution.
Although not uncommon off the Portuguese
coast, it has rarely been reported further

northwards. The three Irish specimens rep-
resent the Northernmost records from the
North East Atlantic.

The third specimen was discarded after
being photographed and “unfortunately
there are no specimens in the Natural Histo-
ry Museum in Dublin,” said Declan.

In July the Wexford trawler of James
Tait, the Tilly, out of Kilmore Quay, caught
a fish that can actually shock a human be-
ing! This was a Marbled Electric Ray which
it took while beam trawling at a depth of
120 metres in the Celtic Sea. Relatively
small, with a maximum length of 100
centimetres and weight of 6/3kgs. it can be
dangerous, having the potential to deliver
an electric shock of up to 200 volts!

“It is common in the Mediterranean and
along the European coast as far north as the
Western English Channel,” said Declan.
“Tilly’s catch was an adult-size female
measuring 55 centimetres and weighing
4 kilogrammes. It is the westernmost-re-
corded catch of the species. The fishermen
donated it to the Natural History Museum.

Declan is interested in receiving re-
ports about unusual species being caught
and asks fishermen if they come across
an Qilfish to help fill the gap in the fish
collection in the National Museum. He
can be contacted on mobile 087 6458485
or email: declanquigley@eircom.net
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Irish Marine
Surveys

Code of Practice
Approved Surveyor
Nationwide Service

Ray@MarineSurvey.ie

086 2667188

O'HARA MARINE LTD

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE &
_MA RIN NESURVEYING
SERVIQ—E’S

Commercial Craft Services

*Fishing Vessel Code of Practice Surveys
*essel Desigh and Analysis

*Stability Books & Indlining Experiments
Submissions to WSO
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CLEGGAN MARINE

www.clegganmarine.com

fa@&f@m%
7479 - 2’-‘77.5’

\\\W/ Install some
peace of
mind, fit a
Prop
Protector
today!

=8 [Estisie ]

Tel: (095) 44037

KILLYBEGS  CO. DONEGAL ~ IRELAND Mob: 087 7759405
oD:
TeL: 074 9731004 ~ Fax: 074 9731509 E: sales@clegganmarine.com

EmAIL: fish@gallagherbros.ie WEB: www.gallagherbros.ie The Pier, Cleggan, Co. Galway

M: +353 (0} 86 4059426
E: niall@charamarine.com

W: www.charamarine.com

ATLANTIC MARINE SURVEY
Kevin O’Callaghan

> Fishing Vessel Code
of Practice Surveyor
» Pre Purchase Surveys
> Evaluation Surveys
> Insurance Assessment
> Vessel Safety Manuals
> New Build & Upgrade
> Compass Adjustment

Mobile: 086 8913200

kevin@atlanticmarinesurvey.com

painting services

—
PAINTING

* MARINE PAINTING
* PAINT SPRAYING
s POWER WASHING

Contact: Glen Campbell
Call: 086 1567411

E: gcmpainting@hotmail.com
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,SINBAD

MARINE SERVICES LTD.
Shore Road, Killybegs, Co. Donegal, Ireland

A wide range of
z bronze pumps
& a large selection of
spare parts in stock

Shore Based Facilities ¢ Stevedores
Fish Transport » Marine Oil Provision
Repairs ¢ Cargo Handling

Tel: +353 74 9731417

Fax: + 353 74 9731864 P e
VHF: CH14 @ommerr_:lal & Recreational boats,
7 Marine equipment, Crew adverts
Weather Forecasts .. and much more .

MARIMNE ENGINI—ER!NG
Irish distributor for
Azcue pumps

Tel: 028-21907
M: 087-9600303
osheamarine@eircom.net

Email: info@sinbadmarine.com
Web: www.sinbadmarine.com ‘ ks

‘T'l.u-: ebrsite for all comumercial fishermen

propellers
® Fropeller Sales & Repairs D.P Barry & CO SOliCitOfS
Propeller Repitchi § 55 ™
Immy Wa ISh .. ety e,UJjIL'." H’JQ Kelly's Quay, Killybegs, Co. Donegal
w Fropeller Rebalancing Telephone 074 9731174 Fax 074 9731639
‘ ( j = Dynamic Balancing E-mail - info@barrylaw.ie
= Stom Gear Sales www.barrylaw.ie
Manne Engmeenng w Engine & Hull Repairs

Steel Fabrication

s Welding Specialists
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The: e sitop. Frop: Shop Providing expert legal advice to the

Irish fishing and maritime industries
for over thirty years.

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.
Tel: 086 3707499
Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

24/7 Emergency response service, nationwide.

www.onestoppropshop.ie Contact Diarmuid Barry on 087 2582847
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Killybegs 2040

Donegal County Council is delighted
to announce that tenders are being
sought for Architect Led Design Team
services to deliver regeneration project
‘Killybegs 2040’ through the stages
of detailed design and construction
supervision to final certification and
handover.

This significant regeneration project
has a value of €4.84m and is funded by
the Department of Rural and Community
Development under the Rural Regeneration
& Development
Fund, which is a
flagship element
of Project Ireland
2040. The project
is the result of
collaboration
with the local
community,
Donegal County
Council and the
Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Killybegs 2040 is a transformative town
centre regeneration project with place-
making at its core. It aims to transform
the urban fabric of the town through
environmental improvements that will
contribute to a more attractive place for
residents, visitors and business and be
a catalyst in creating jobs, increasing
revenue and activating the private sector.
The proposed development will support
the growing tourism sector through the
dramatic redevelopment of Island House as
a new tourism facility in conjunction with
a digital hub targeted at fostering further
business, enterprise and innovation in
Killybegs. The Island House redevelopment
is complimented by the proposed
transformation of the existing public car
park at the Diamond to a civic space with
multi-user capacities for social function and
commercial purpose that will encourage
visitors and residents to the town centre.

Welcoming the progression of the
project to this important milestone
Cathaoirleach of Donegal Municipal
District, Cllr Michael Naughton recognises
the particular importance of the project to
the town’s tourism product stating: “the
town is on the route of the Wild Atlantic
Way and the regional route to Sliabh
Liag, a Failte Ireland Signature Discovery
Point. Capitalising on this market and the
increasing number of visitors to the area
through the new Tourist Information Centre

at Island House and associated civic space
has the potential to elevate Killybegs to
more of ‘a destination in its own right’ with
related expenditure in the Town”.

Local Councillor Niamh Kennedy who
has championed regeneration efforts in the
Town for a number of years, highlighted
the importance of the project at this time
in terms of creating opportunity for new
and diversified jobs through the new tourist
and digital hub. Cllr. Kennedy specifically
recognised the contribution of the Killybegs
community and local businesses in bringing
this project and its associated investment

- to this important
milestone, saying
“the importance
m= of this project and
the investment
- opportunity it
presents was
@ rccognised by
the Killybegs
community who
engaged with
the Council in
the process of project development with
great energy. Their commitment and
collaboration was key to progression of
the project and it is wonderful to see the
project now on the cusp of delivery. I look
forward to working with the Council, the
community and the Design Team in the
successful delivery of this exciting project.”

Speaking about Killybegs 2040, Liam
Ward, Director of Community Development
and Planning Services with Donegal
County Council says: “The proposed
development forms part of a broader
strategy for the regeneration of Killybegs
and the enhancement of the town’s public
realm in order to strengthen the physical,
social and economic capacity of the town
and therefore support the identification of
Killybegs as a Strategic Town in the County
Donegal Development Plan 2018-2024,
and implement the specific regeneration
objectives of the Seven Strategic Towns
Local Area Plan 2018-2024. The project
has been led by the Councils Regeneration
and Development Team and is also match
funded by the Council, representing a
significant commitment to the regeneration
of Killybegs and south Donegal.”

Paul Kelly, Senior Executive Planner
of the Regeneration & Development Team
of Donegal County Council said “we are
looking for an experienced Architect Led
Design Team with particular expertise in
relation to architecture, urban design and
place making to deliver this exciting project

——— i

Busy times at the syncrolift at Killybegs, pictured below is the Northern Celt after
works at Mooney Boats. Photos courtesy Alan Hennigan / Mooney Boats.

to the highest standards of completion in
line with community expectations and

our regeneration ambitions. We plan to
complete the detailed design stage in time
for the commencement of construction in
April 2021 with a scheduled build period of
approximately 52 weeks.”

James ‘Dearg’ Byrne RIP

James Byrne of Cashel, Kilcar was
sadly identified as the fisherman who was
found dead in the water after his boat
was washed up onto rocks off the coast of
Teelin on Wednesday night August 26th.

Members of the RNLI, Coast Guard
and Rescue helicopter 118 were alerted at
around 9pm when the boat was spotted.An

initial search did not find anybody on board.

Mr Byrne, a father of five, in his early 70s

and recently retired was found dead a short
time later in the water. It is understood his
body was discovered by local people and
still had a lifejacket on.

A friend said: “James was recently
retired and he just fished to pass the time.
If you went down to the pier he would just
give you the fish.”

James was known to be an amazing
person contributing passionately to his
community and society. He was a great
inspiration and mentor to many. He will be
greatly missed by his family and friends.

The Marine Times Newspaper offer
our deepest condolence to the family and
friends of James Byrne
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(Above): New Chlef Englneer aboard the Boy Jason, three year old Jessma O’Shea.

(Below): 19 year old Conor Clohessy aboard the Kay Paula C396, fishing out of
Youghal with a Porbegal Shark caught four miles off shore.

Help to Win A European Award for Irish Sea Birds

BirdWatch Ireland is delighted to announce that the Roseate
Tern LIFE Project has made the shortlist of 27 projects in
this year’s EU-wide Natura 2000 Awards.

“It's great to be nominated of course,” says Bird Watch, “but it would be even
nicer to win.”

This is where the public and readers of the MARINE TIMES come in.

The staff and volunteers of BirdWatch need your vote and those of your
friends and family too.

The public vote remains open until September 15th and taking part is quick
and easy. Simply visit www.bit.ly/ternvote and show your support for Irish
seabirds.

The first live Brown Booby seen on
land in Ireland had no fear of humans.
Something would appear to be chang-
ing in the oceanic environment, and
climate change may very well be
playing a role. But the outcome of its

Bird Watch Ireland arrival in Greystones did not have a
protecting birds and biodiversity appy ending.

Niall Hatch Development Officer at BirdWatch Ireland tells the story of
another remarkable arrival in Ireland from a long journey across the seas.

Yet another totally unexpected avian
arrival made national headlines when a
tropical seabird called a Brown Booby, a
close relative of the Gannets that we are
more familiar with here in the North Atlan-
tic, was found standing on the South Beach
at Greystones, Co. Wicklow.

Astonishingly tame and confiding, it was
actively approaching beachgoers and even
walking onto their picnic blankets.

It was a very striking bird indeed.

Chocolate brown above and on the head
and neck, with a sharp border above the
snow-white breast and belly, what drew
the most attention | - 5,
were its huge, -
yellow webbed ' 3
feet, which looked
almost like out-
sized Wellington
boots. It also had
a long, triangular
yellow beak, and
an endearing pen-
guin-like waddling
gait.

This was the ¢
first time that a live Brown Booby had been
seen from land in Ireland. This one was
far off course: they live in places like the
West Indies, Costa Rica and the Cape Verde
Islands. There was a previous record from
2016 of one that landed on a fishing vessel
off the Skelligs, plus another record that
same year of the remains of a long-dead
bird found on the tideline in Co. Cork.

Brown Boobies are well known for their
tolerance of humans. The name “booby™
itself meant “fool” or “idiot”, and was given
to the birds centuries ago by sailors in the
tropics who found that they could simply
pick up these large seabirds, which had no
fear of man, and take them for the pot.

The tameness of this ocean wanderer
was indeed quite remarkable. Not alone did
it have no fear of humans, it also seemed to
have no fear of dogs. At one point a curious
spaniel came over and started to sniff at the
bird, which simply stood there, totally un-
concerned. The lost seabird soon attracted
a lot of attention, with birdwatchers and cu-
rious locals alike coming to see it. The bird
seemed to be behaving normally enough,
and made frequent flights out over the bay,
diving into the water to catch fish. Unlike
a Gannet, which makes a vertical plunge
from the air, the booby made shallower,
more angled dives. It then relocated to some
nearby rocks to rest, before moving to the
rock armour off Greystones Harbour, where
it slept for the night.

By 9:30 the following morning, it was
back at its original location at South Beach.

It alternated between resting on the shore-
line and making those characteristic angled
fishing dives, at least some of which were
successful.

The booby had become something of a
celebrity by this stage, having been widely
reported on social media both by birders
and delighted beachgoers. A crew from RTE
television news even came to film it and to
interview me and Sofia-Lily Guilfoyle, a
wonderfully enthusiastic seven-year-old girl
whose video of the bird approaching her
and her mother on the beach had gone viral.

Unfortunately, by the evening it became
clear that the boo-
by was not doing
well. It was seen
floundering in the
sea, so the National
Parks and Wildlife
Service made the

- decision to take it

- into care. It subse-
quently transpired
that it was suffering
from malnutrition
~2% and exhaustion and
= was 500 g under-

weight — it had obviously been struggling to

find enough food.

Despite receiving expert treatment at the
Kildare Animal Foundation’s rehabilitation
facility, unfortunately the bird died a couple
of days later. Presumably exhausted follow-
ing its long journey northwards and unable
to fish effectively in waters that were much
colder than those it was used to, it was too
far-gone to save.

Amazingly, news subsequently broke
that, on the day before the Brown Booby
was found in Greystones, a different indi-
vidual alighted on a fishing vessel some 73
nautical miles south-west of Cape Clear
Island, Co Cork, remaining on board until
roughly noon the following day.

It’s extremely interesting to see these
exotic visitors in Irish waters, of course,
but we also need to ask why increasing
numbers of tropical seabirds, from both the
Atlantic and Pacific, are turning up in Euro-
pean waters. Something would appear to be
changing in the oceanic environment, and
climate change may very well be playing a
role.

If you happen to spot an unusual seabird
in Irish waters, please do let my colleagues
and I at BirdWatch Ireland know. If you
can send a photo, that would be especially
appreciated. You can find all of our contact
details at www.birdwatchireland.ie.

(Inset photo): The Brown Booby arrived on
Greystones beach. Photo by Dick Coombes
courtesy BirdWatch Ireland
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SCANMAR Strikes the Right Note
for Irish Twin-Rigger

Castletownbere trawler owner Paddy ‘Owenie’ O’Sullivan says that having
Scanmar technology on board his vessels “makes all the difference” when you
need to rely on accurate data reporting for successful fishing.

Owner of four fishing vessels, Tea Rose,
Owenie Padraig, Saint Marie de la Mer
& Velvet Chord I1, Paddy has a wealth of
knowledge regarding boats, gear and suc-
cessful fishing.

With Tea Rose and Owenie Padraig both
seiners, the Castletownbere owner/skipper
has had Scanmar technology installed on
the single net trawler Saint Marie de la
Mer and on the 1988-built, ex-Kilkeel and
ex-Killybegs twin rigger Velvet Chord I1.

“There was no Scanmar on board Velvet
Chord 1I when we bought her in 2014 and
in recent years I became convinced that
Scanmar would greatly help us and we

asked George Youngson and his team at
Scanmar Ltd. to install the *SS4 door-to-
clump’ and *door-to-door’ system and, as
they say, we’ve never looked back.

“With this technology, including door
tilt angle, depth & temperature, the skipper
(which in the case of Velvet Chord 11 is
Kilkeel fisherman Andrew Campbell) liter-
ally has some top-of-the-range technology
tools at his disposal to carefully monitor
the doors, clump and trawls at all times,”
Paddy said, adding that he is always very
impressed, and grateful, that George and his
team always provide a rapid response when
upgrades or minor issues are required.

Notice Issued for EPIRB Owners
to Perform Beacon Tests
and Inspections Regularly

The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) has
issued Marine Notice No. 29 of 2020 to all fishing vessel owners/opera-

tors, skippers, fishers’ and seafarers.

This notice is in relation to Ocean Signal
EPIRB service information letter and a
reminder to all EPIRB owners to carry out
regular beacon tests and inspections

Ocean Signal has issued an important
service letter relating to Ocean Signal Safe
Sea E100 and
E100G EPIRBs.

Owners of
Ocean Signal
EPIRBs are re-
quested to review
the information
contained in the
service information
letter which can
be found in full at
https://oceansignal.
com/category/
news/ and to carry
out the necessary
actions described
within.

In the service
information letter’s
summary, Ocean
Signal Ltd. stated
that it ‘is continu-
ally monitoring the
serviceability of its
products to ensure
they are maintained
in optimum condi-
tion to meet regulatory and manufacturer’s
requirements.

Ocean Signal have been monitoring
service returns of the SafeSea E100 and
E100G EPIRBs and are offering the follow-
ing exchange process for units that are not
passing the self-test.

This service advisory notifies customers

of the Ocean Signal E100/E100G that they
must perform a self- test on their EPIRBs as
recommended in the product User Manual.
The test should be performed as soon as
practically possible.

All Ocean Signal EPIRBs should be
routinely tested per
the user manu-

al on a monthly
basis. All Ocean
Signal beacons are
designed to have
sufficient capacity
_ to accommodate a
) monthly self- test
over the lifetime of
the battery.

The DTTAS
also wishes to
remind the owners/
operators of all
EPIRB types of
the importance of
carrying out reg-
ular beacon tests
and visual inspec-
£ tions. These checks
should be carried
out on a monthly
basis, in line with
specific manufac-
turer guidelines.

Additional-

ly, owners/operators should ensure that
EPIRBs are correctly registered with up to
date contact information, EPIRB and vessel
details.

The Department requests that if you
encounter any issues relating to EPIRBs,
or have any related queries, please con-
tact radiosurveyors@dttas.gov.ie
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The Writing Is On The Wall for Supertrawlers
in UK Waters Says Greenpeace

Fifty British Members of Parliament signed an open letter to the
UK Environment Secretary George Eustice urging him to ban “super-

trawler operations in UK waters.”

The cross-party group of MPs, along
with scientists, campaigners and influenc-
ers, said “industrial fishing vessels must
be stopped from operating inside the UK.
Our most ecologically sensitive marine
areas must be protected, and the govern-
ment must ensure that marine protection
is a top priority when Britain leaves the
EU’s Common Fisheries Policy.

The letter was co-ordinated by the
environmental organisation Greenpeace
UK and followed its investigation which
claimed that “supertrawlers, industrial
fishing vessels over 100 metres long,
spend thousands of hours each year fish-
ing in supposedly protected parts of the
UK'’s waters.

“These destructive industrial fishing
vessels must be stopped, there are no su-
pertrawlers that are UK-owned. Allowing
these floating fish factories to operate in
our Marine Protected Areas undermines
the Government’s vision for ocean protec-
tion both at home and on the world stage.”

Philip Evans, Greenpeace UK Oceans
said that "the writing is on the wall for
these, supertrawlers which have no place
in our most sensitive and ecologically
important waters. Destructive industri-
al fishing vessels must be banned from
operating in UK Marine Protected Areas.
The government must use new powers to
manage UK waters after leaving the EU’s
Common Fisheries Policy.”

Greenpeace claimed that 23 supertrawl-
ers have been operating in UK waters
regularly this year.

“The use of these ships around the
UK has grown spectacularly rapidly. In
2017, supertrawlers spent just 475 hours
fishing in UK protected areas. The figures
for 2020 so far represent a 1077 per cent
increase.”

Greenpeace says that a public petition
calling for a supertrawler ban which it has
launch has gathered over 213,000 signa-
tures since June.

SCOTLAND
Pelagic Association Surveying Her-
ring

The Scottish pelagic industry is carry-
ing out a project to improve knowledge
on herring and provide data to 1CES to
assist in assessing the herring stocks and
developing a rebuilding plan. Industry
vessels have been involved with West
Coast herring survey work over recent
years, supporting the International Herring
Acoustic Survey (HERAS) carried out by
research vessels — the Celtic Explorer of

the Marine Institute, Galway and Scotia,the
Marine Scotland Science vessel and also
on their own. The Shetland pelagic fishing
vessel Charisma from the port of Symbister
on the island of Whalsay was the latest to
carry out acoustic herring survey work on
the West Coast. With scientific staff from
the Scottish Pelagic Fishermen’s Associa-
tion (SPFA), NAFC Marine Centre and the
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation, Charisma
spent eight days on a survey, completing
1,000 miles of transect lines around to the
West and north of Scotland.

Acoustic surveying is used to estimate
herring abundance, and biological samples
of herring are taken from small-scale sci-
entific sample hauls in order to determine
the age structure of the stock. The acoustic
survey onboard Charisma was the first of
two planned industry surveys this year, with
additional survey work planned onboard
other Scottish pelagic vessels later this
summer.

JAPAN
MSC Tuna Certification Criticised

The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)
certification of the first bluefin tuna fishery,
giving its global standard for sustainable
fishing to a Japanese longline fishery has
been met with criticism that it will “hinder
the full recovery of one of the world’s most
valuable fish stocks™.

The certification of the Japanese Usu-
fuku Honten longline fishery has been
given with the condition that “improve-
ments” must be made. The World Wildlife
Fund objected during the assessment
process and says that it remains “opposed”
to the certification. MSC Chief Science and
Standards Officer, Dr Rohan Currey, said
the that certification “reflects the positive,
concerted action taken over many years,
to support the recovery of bluefin in the
Eastern Atlantic and we hope that Usufuku
Honten achieving MSC-certification will
raise the awareness of the importance of
sustainably-sourced tuna with Japanese
consumers. The independent assessment
team found that the bluefin tuna stocks in
the Eastern Atlantic are now at a healthy
level to be fished sustainably.

The improvements specified as part of
the MSC certification must be met within
the next five years, and include one that
requires the fishery to work with ICCAT, its
Member States and other fishing organ-
isations, with support from the Fisheries
Agency of Japan, to allow the bluefin tuna
stock to recover further.

“The required improvements confirm our
concern that the certification is premature
and could put the long-overdue recovery of
the bluefin tuna stock at risk,” retorted the
WWE in trenchant criticism of the MSC
approval.

UNITED KINGDOM
Some British Seafood Businesses
May Never Open Again

Seafish UK is carrying out a survey to
determine *“the financial and socio-econom-
ic impact of Covid-19 on the UK’s seafood
processing industry.” During July and
August seafood processors are being asked
to provide information on how the pandem-
ic has affected their business. The survey
also asks for financial data and information
on operations and recruitment to determine
the size and economic performance of
the sector. The organisation has said that
returns so far show that many seafood pro-
cessing businesses had to reduce production
or close down completely in response to
Covid-19 and lockdown restrictions. “Some
businesses may never reopen, with smaller
processors at particular risk of owners opt-
ing to wind down or retire early.”

ECUADOR
Shrimp Industry Severely Affected

There has been a serious contraction in
the production of the Ecuadorian shrimp
industry seriously affecting its exports as
a result of a marketing crisis and reduced
demand on a scale not seen for more than a
decade. China has been the main market for
Ecuadorian shrimp, taking 62% of exports,
with a 49% drop in June

UNITED STATES
Aquaculture Opportunity Areas

Southern California and the Gulf of
Mexico where waters are under Federal US
control have been designated as the first
two regions to be Aquaculture Opportunity
Areas by NOAA Fisheries, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

This is the first step in the programme
to establish ten such areas nationwide by
2025. These two regions were chosen from
available spatial analysis data and current
industry will be urged to develop sustain-
able aquaculture operations in the region.

“Naming these areas will foster the US
aquaculture industry as a needed comple-
ment to our wild capture fisheries,” said

Chris Oliver, Assistant Administrator for
NOAA Fisheries. The programme was
announced last May under an Executive
Order to promote American ‘Seafood
Competitiveness and Economic Growth.’
They are defined as geographic areas that
have been evaluated for their potential for
sustainable commercial aquaculture. To
identify each area, NOAA will use scien-
tific analysis and public engagement to
highlight regions that are environmentally,
socially and economically appropriate for
commercial aquaculture.

“Each of the first two areas may ac-
commodate around three to five commer-
cial aquaculture operations. This will vary
depending on the specifics of the location.
The size and shape of operations in each
area will be determined as part of identi-
fication process, looking at aspects such
as type of species, maximum annual farm
production and monitoring consideration
compared to the previous month,” accord-
ing to the NOAA announcement.

BRAZIL
Breeding Tilapia

After two years of research a Tilapia
breeding and genetics centre is to be built
in the State of Tocantins in Brazil by the
GenoMar Genetics Group. It will be the
first of its kind for Tilapia species in the
Latin American region and will have
sufficient capacity to manage GenoMar's
breeding programmes as well as to
produce parent stock for its distribution
operations. The facility is intended to be
operational in the first quarter of next
year. The company intends to expand into
Colombia and Mexico.

SPAIN

Current methods for counting popula-
tions of Nephrops norvegicus cannot ac-
count for variability in the animals emerg-
ing from their burrows. The Smart Lobster
project aims to understand the magnitude
of that variability and lead to more accu-
rate assessment of population numbers.

So scientists in Spain are co-operating
with the Marine Institute in Galway on a
project to monitor the digging activity and
maintenance of burrows of the Dublin Bay
Prawn, using the EMSO SmartBay Obser-
vatory located in Galway Bay. Nephrops
are one of the most important commercial
fishery resources in Europe. Over the next
year they will be monitored at a depth

of 20 to 25 metres on the seabed off the
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coast of Spiddal which is also one of the
North East Atlantic fishery grounds for
this species.

The results of the project will have
implications for stock assessment of
Nephrops allowing standardisation of
demographic data obtained with trawl nets
and towed sledges upon animals’ burrow
emergence variability, according to infor-
mation released about the joint Spanish/
Irish project.

HOLLAND
Major Event Cancelled

This year’s Holland Fisheries Event
which had been scheduled for October 2-3
has been cancelled. It would have been the
eleventh year of the event. The cancella-
tion has been forced by the uncertainty
about the Covid 19 pandemic.

T (/ o
HOLLAND

FISHERIES
EVENT

Toughening of restrictions in both the
Netherlands and elsewhere in Europe have
convinced the board of Stichting Visseri-
jdagen Urk, the organisers of Holland
Fisheries Event to cancel this year’s
exhibition. The next one has been set for
October 7-8, 2022.

SCOTLAND
Producing Flat Oysters On Land

A plan to produce native flat oys-
ters on land has been announced by the
Orkney Shellfish Hatchery in Scotland
which has transferred broodstock from its
offsite quarantine area to its hatchery. It
is a part of the Cadman Capital Group’s
Aquaculture Division, a multispecies
shellfish hatchery located at Lamb Holm
and designed to provide premium seafood
products including oyster spat, European
lobster, microalgae and nutritional solu-
tions to the aquaculture industry.

The Managing Director of the Cadman
Capital Group’s Aquaculture Division, Dr
Nik Sachlikidis, said it was working “to
achieve our first spat production of native
oysters. The arrival of our first native
oyster broodstock is an important mile-
stone and has the whole Group excited, it
also opens the door to the culture of other
target species, such as lobsters, later this
year.

“Biosecurity is key and Orkney Shell-
fish Hatchery implements strict movement

protocols within the hatchery and provides
specialist equipment for its team. Addi-
tionally, broodstock wastewater is treated
with a three-step process of micro-filtra-
tion followed by ultraviolet filtration and
chlorination/neutralisation to kill potential
pathogens such as viruses and bacteria.”

NORWAY
Government Sells Salmon Licences

“The aquaculture industry is important
for Norwegian value creation and contrib-
utes to securing activity and jobs along the
coast. We are now putting out new permits
for sale,” said Fisheries and Seafood Min-
ister Odd Emil Ingebrigtsen when the Nor-
wegian Government launched its “salmon
auction” as it has been dubbed. Forty-two
companies are bidding for fish farming
licences worth billions of kroner.

e e

Postponed from June because of the
coronavirus pandemic, the potential to pro-
duce an additional 27,000 tonnes of salmon
is available in nine areas of the country
designated ‘green’, indicating they have
the lice problem under control. Estimates
vary, but in a similar auction two years ago
salmon companies spent more than NOK
three billion (Euros£256 million) for new
licences. Expansion comes in two parts,
the first at a fixed price and the remainder
through an auction.

Big companies like Mowi, Lergy, Nor-
way Royal Salmon and Grieg are in the
bidding.

Several smaller companies have also
applied for licences.

Local communities where the fish farms
are based because they are due to receive up
to Euros £200-million under the Aquacul-
ture Fund and more finance next year to to
finance education, health centres and other
community projects. This money comes
from the bids made for the salmon produc-
tion licences.

FAR EAST
Action on Shrimp Urged

The Sustainable Fisheries Partnership in
the UK has told the world’s top producers
of cultivated shrimp that action must be
taken to deal with diseases.

Major retailers and seafood companies
have joined with the SFP in telling the
governments of China, India, Indonesia,
Thailand and Vietnam that they need to take
“immediate action to deal with continued
outbreaks and emergence of new diseas-
es in shrimp farms.” Marks & Spencer,
Sainsbury’s, Tesco. Waitrose are amongst
25 companies which have signed letters to
those governments.

Anton Immink, aquaculture director at
the SFP, said: “Disease disrupts the reli-
ability of supply chains, threatens seafood
sustainability and jobs and continually costs
the industry billions of dollars each year,”
according to the SFP.

(Above) Boy Calu;'r_l just-ho;n-e with his catch.
(Below): Ardglass fleet waiting to go fishing. Photos by Chris Feenan

3 Brothers on a fine day hauling out
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of Ardglass. Photo by Malachy Crangle
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was transformed into hard data.

Fin whale with dolphins on west Cork coast. Photo Tom Ormond courtesy IWDG

IRISH WHALE AND DOLPHIN GROUP
IWDG NEWS

.+ IWDG Welcome
Humpback Whale
#100 to Irish Waters

Report by Padraig Whooley, IWDG Sightings Officer

It doesn’t seem that long ago when humpback whale sightings in Irish
waters were a rare occurrence..... they were something that happened to
others and in hard to reach places. Then something special happened in West
Cork in September 1999; we not only got a sighting report of three hump-
back whales off the Kinsale Gas Fields, but this rare event was captured on
video and even better still, the analogue film was of sufficiently good quality
that we could freeze that crucial moment when a fluking humpback whale
reveals the expanse of its tail fluke and in so doing, a moment of pure magic

Although not quite a seminal mo-
ment, it was an important moment for
the IWDG, as it heralded the beginning
of the Irish Humpback Whale Photo 1D
Catalogue. It grew slowly at first. In fact
during the first decade there were years

when it never grew at all, as humpback
whale sightings remained worryingly rare.
Year on year, sightings of humpback whales
were outnumbered by fin whales by a ratio
of about 10:1. I recall Dr. Emer Rogan of
UCC, asking me If I'd compile any data

we had on humpback whale distribution in
Irish waters, and her saying she was in no
real hurry for this and that any time in the
coming weeks would be fine. My reply was
that I could give her the information over
the phone.....as what we knew about hump-
backs at the time, could have been written
on the back of a postage stamp.

By the close of the 2010’s, there were
just 12 individuals on the catalogue. Ireland
was still a quiet backwater on the interna-
tional humpback whale circuit, with our
only international match from 2007, to the
Netherlands of our #7, which although of
great interest to us, hardly set the world
scientific literature alight.

Then during the second decade, there
was a change. Humpback whale sightings
became more numerous and West Cork it
seemed no longer had a monopoly on the
Big Winged New Englander, as individuals
starting showing up as far east as Hook
Head and Curracloe in Co. Wexford. But
there was always a sense that these were
outliers, the real range expansion was fur-
ther west off the Slea Head Peninsula, Co.
Kerry.

During the second half of the decade
it seemed fairly evenly split between the
West Cork and West Kerry hotspots. That
was until 2015 when something changed
somewhere in the northeast Atlantic and in
this year alone, we doubled the numbers
of animals on the catalogue from 33 to 66,
with most of these showing up in West
Kerry and almost all of them being new ani-
mals, never previously documented in Irish
waters. The international research commu-
nity started paying more attention to what
was happening in the Irish southwest, as
although our numbers were still relatively
low compared to the major league players
like Iceland and Norway, we were produc-
ing a year on year increase in sightings and
the discovery curve was and remains on an
upward trajectory. The significance of what
IWDG was recording was not so much the

~ and Dolphin Group

increase in numbers, but that they were
coming from a new area where previous-
ly few had been recorded.

We started off 2020 with 97 individ-
ually recognisable humpback whales,
and it was always likely to be a big year
for the catalogue, even with Covid. This
came to pass this week, when on July 20"
Nick Massett ventured out on his RIB in
search of humpbacks and among a group
of three animals he found in outer Dingle
Bay, two were new to us, as neither their
tail flukes nor dorsal fins matched any of
the other 99 individuals; and so we are
delighted to add #HBIRL100 (and #101)
to this resource. This week Whale watch
skipper Colin Barnes sent us in images he
secured on Thursday 28", which extend-
ed the catalogue further to 102 animals.

It’s an important milestone and gives
us a little space to reflect on just how far
we’'ve come with this long term monitor-
ing project. By the end of 1990’s we had
just two humpbacks documented, this
was thirteen by 2010, but to have reached
100 and counting by 2020, although not
quite exponential, it is remarkable and
surely reflects on the global recovery of
this most iconic species.

Also this week on the humpback

whale front, we received our third

Irish match to the Cabo Verdes breed-
ing ground, as photographs of a whale
taken off Boa Vista Island on Feb. 25"
2020, confirm this individual to be our
#HBIRL73, whom we last photographed
off the Blasket Islands on June 25" 2019,

And finally still on the subject of
humpbacks, we have it seems yet another
goods news story, as a whale watch trip
with Cork Whale Watch out of Reen Pier
near Union Hall on Tues. 28" produced a
mixed group of fin, humpback and minke
whales, ves 3 whale species; and from
the humpback images taken by skipper
Colin Barnes and sent to IWDG , we can
confirm that one was none other than
Boomerang, #3 on the Irish catalogue.
This adult male was 1* documented by
Colin back in Aug. 2001, and IWDG
have recorded him on 50 occasions since,
and in 15 of the past 19 years between
West Cork and Waterford. He is by far
the best known whale in Irish waters
and his annual return most years to our
local waters, is the strongest evidence we
have as to the importance of our inshore
waters for these gentle giants.

More whales, more re-sightings, more
international matches to high latitude
feeding areas and at last more matches to
tropical breeding sites. It’s a great story
and one IWDG look forward to shar-
ing with you over the next 21 years. It
seems humpback whales have an endless
capacity to inspire both whale watchers
and whale researchers alike and IWDG
are only too happy to share these stories
with you.
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New NUI Galway Project to
Investigate Superbugs
in Swimmers

Call for the public to help discover if recreational water
users are more at risk of picking up lethal bacteria

A team of researchers at NUI Galway is calling on swimmers and
surfers to take part in a project to find out if recreational water users
are more at risk of picking up superbugs.

Dr Liam Burke, Co-Investigator on the PIER project at Blackrock in Salthill

The Antimicrobial Resistance and
Microbial Ecology Research Group at the
University is launching the PIER study
(Public Health Impact of Exposure to
antibiotic Resistance in recreational waters),
funded by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

cause a problem.

“However, once a superbug gets into a
wound, into the bladder or into the blood, it
can cause an infection that can be difficult
to treat. This mostly happens in sick or
vulnerable people with weaker immune
systems, such as those in intensive care,
the very old or the very young, and special
antibiotics are then required for treatment,
as ordinary antibiotics do not work.”

Researchers are hoping to recruit 300
people to take part — one group of 150
sea swimmers, surfers and people who
regularly use the sea, lakes or rivers for
recreation, along with a second group of
150 people who rarely take to the water.

Professor Morris continues:
“Unfortunately, superbugs can transfer
easily from healthy colonised people to
vulnerable people. The more people who
are colonised with antibiotic resistant
bugs, the higher the risk that these bugs
will spread to vulnerable people and cause
serious infection.”

Anyone aged 18 or over who lives on
the island of Ireland can take part and
those interested in supporting the research
can find out more and sign up at the PIER
website www.nuigalway.ie/pier

Dr Liam Burke, Co-Investigator on the
PIER project, says: “Some superbugs are
now very common in the environment due
to increased antibiotic use in humans and
animals and the release of sewage, manure
and effluent containing antibiotics and
antibiotic resistant superbugs, which can
end up in our lakes, rivers and seas.

A key part of the project will be
understanding how superbugs get into
human populations, particularly to help
scientists learn how to control the spread of
antibiotic resistant bacteria.

It is hoped that the findings of this
study will contribute to improving policy
regarding environmental monitoring of
antibiotic resistance and the release of
waste containing superbugs to recreational
waters.

“Although bathing waters are routinely
tested for some bacteria, they are not tested
for antibiotic resistant bacteria, so we don’t
really know to what extent they are present.
PIER will look into whether people who
regularly use Irish waters for recreation
are at risk of becoming colonised with
superbugs.”

Professor Dearbhaile Morris, Principal
Investigator on the PIER project says: “In
healthy people antibiotic resistant bacteria
behave very similarly to other common
bugs, they live harmlessly on the skin, in
the nose or in the bowel. This is called
colonisation. As long as a bug stays on the
skin or in the bowel, it usually does not

For more information and to register to
take part visit www.nuigalway.ie/pier

The latest developments on the offshore islands

Rhoda Twombly, Secretary of Com-
hdhdil Oiledan na hEireann tells the
shocking story of what happened as
a resident of her island, Inishlyre

in Clew Bay, was moved to hospital.

It is always frightening to see
a loved one in pain and needing
medical attention. For Islanders,
the stretch of water between them-
selves and help magnifies the fear
and feeling of helplessness.

This was the case when one of the three
residents of our little Island, Inishlyre,
developed severe back pain and could not
walk. Following the protocol for out-of-
hours medical assistance, WestDoc was
called. Once they understood that we are on
an off-shore island they organised the Achill
Lifeboat to attend.

Islanders and coastal communities under-
stand the importance of the service provid-
ed voluntarily by the RNLI crews. They are
the lifeline to medical assistance. The crew
of the Achill Lifeboat, in full PPE, handled
the transfer of the patient remarkably gently
and swiftly and departed for Rosmoney Pier
in the bright sunshine of the day.

Unfortunately, although a side of the
Rosmoney pontoon is clearly marked for
Islander and emergency use only, this is not
adhered to. Knowing there would be vessels
tied up in the way of the Lifeboat, two men
from Clynish Island were called to go out
and move any boats out of the way. They
then had to wait there to prevent anyone
else tying up in the restricted area. Despite
being told of the situation a speedboat did
try to block the pontoon.

Thankfully, this story has a happy ending
with the patient returning home some hours
later after being diagnosed with a slipped
disc, treated with strong painkillers and
given orders to rest over the coming weeks.

reported by Rhoda Twombly,

Secretary Comhdhail Oileadn na hEireann,

the Islands’ Federation.

In the midst of an emergency

transfer of an ill islander to the

mainland a leisure boat user

tried to block the pontoon in Mayo
where a lifeboat was going to land the patient.

The Achill RNLI and Mayo ambulance
services have our undying gratitude. Rescue
services, including the helicopter service
of course, up and down our coast deserve
the gratitude, support and respect that the
majority of citizens give.

Attention needs to be paid to both the in-
frastructure and by-laws (where they exist)
of piers, pontoons, slipways and harbours.
This can be difficult as the ownership of
these structures may be by one or more
public body. An inventory of access struc-
tures needs to be done including recording
of necessary repairs and maintenance
requirements.

While there is public advertising around
safety on the water the behaviour of boat
and jet-ski users is difficult to police, partic-
ularly in areas where there are no harbour-
masters. The few irresponsible boat users
can ruin the enjoyment of all and create
very dangerous situations: only last week,
two jet skis sped through the yvachts moored
at Rosmoney and around the pontoon area
where young people were swimming, nar-
rowly avoiding running them over. These
incidents have been reported all along the
coast.

Islanders and coastal communities as
well as County Councils and national
government agencies all need to do their
part to see to it that the rescue services
are supported both in their finances and
staffing, be it volunteers or employed. Piers,
pontoons and slips must be kept fit-for-pur-
pose and, where possible, by-laws enforced
to promote greater safety. The power of
volunteerism and meitheal cannot be un-
derestimated: Whatever someone’s skill-set
is there is a place in these organisations to
lend a hand.

For now it’s slin from the Islands
with a great dollop of appreciation to the
Achill Lifeboat and Mayo Ambulance
service from Inishlyre.

45

Achill lifeboat at Inishlyre Island
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In the early 1980°s the prevailing
trend in Killybegs was to build ever
larger pelagic Refrigerated Sea Water
tank vessels targeting mackerel, her-
ring and scad, so investing in a brand
new steel 50 foot (15.25m) whitefish
seine netter powered by a 230 HP
Gardner engine on the NW coast was
a noteworthy event in the Irish fishing
industry.

Hughie
Moore’s Van der
Zwan designed
seine netter MFV
Shaun Shaun
was built by the
Killybegs Boat-
yard. On 1* May
1981, Shaun
Shaun resplen-
dent with flags
and bunting was
blessed by the
Very Reverend
Father Charles
Mc Grenera
Parish Priest of
Killybegs. The
traditional bottle
of champagne
was smashed
across her bow
by Bridie Moore, :
while her hus-
band Hughie and sons Shaun and Paul,
along with Patsy Mc Gowan from Kil-
lybegs Boatyard who shared the launch
platform, looked on approvingly.

Notable guests included the Scottish
born Master Mariner James Mc Leod,
the founder of Bridport Gundry Ireland
Ltd., suppliers of Shaun Shaun’s seine net
gear and his wife Anna. Having witnessed
the annual three month influx of Dingle
trawlers to Killybegs, James purchased
the 40 foot (12m) 44 HP Kelvin powered
MEFV Martha Helen from Scotland in
1936. Shooting six coils a side and with
Francis Mc Callig from St. John’s Point
and his son plus another crewman, James
successfully pioneered the Scottish seine
net fly dragging technique in Donegal
Bay until convoy duty took him overseas
for the duration of World War Two. Like
so many others, James rarely spoke of his
harrowing war experiences.

Three years later in 1984, Michael
Moore took command of the very similar
Van der Zwan designed MFV Sharlisa,
one of the very last vessels built at Killy-

The Maritime Heritage Column

Having learned their fishing skills from
their Dingle born father Paddy Joe Moore
and their uncles Martin, Benny and Mossy,
three Killybegs Skippers, Paidin, Hughie
and Michael soon gained well-deserved
accolades as ‘great men with the ropes’.

begs Boatyard before it closed. She proved
to be just as profitable an earner as Shaun
Shaun. The accompanying photos show
Shaun Shaun and Sharlisa experimenting
with the pair seining technique with the
magnificent backdrop of Sliabh Liag in the
distance. Skipper Michael Moore fished
Sharlisa with a crew of three on deck, Dan-
ny Moore, Hugh Shovelin and Raymond
Mc Callig, while
Dominic Mullen,
Terence Cunning-
ham and Noel
Dorrian were the

| regular crew aboard
Shaun Shaun.

Compared to
traditional seine
netting on the
Martha Helen,
the hydraulic rope
reels on Shaun
= Shaun and Sharlisa
avoided the very
considerable labour
involved manually
coiling seine ropes
while power blocks
eliminated hand
hauling the bridles
and seine nets.
Catches shooting
B 10 coils a side were
® promising enough,
though the downtime between shots proved
to be a disadvantage compared to sin-
gle boat seine netting, particularly when
whiting made up the bulk of catches during
daylight hours.

The Shaun Shaun sank in 2008 and
Sharlisa left Killybegs to fish the Irish Sea
from Skerries under new ownership. Time
moves on and memories of these two very
unique Killybegs seine net vessels and those
involved with them will soon fade, as they
have for so many others. Nonetheless, those
who retain historic photographic evidence
of fishing vessels and their crews should
make every effort to get them into the
public domain through print or museums,
because they are very much an integral part
of the Irish fishing industry’s maritime heri-
tage and thus deserve to be recorded.

National Maritime
Museum of Ireland

For information on the National Mari-
time Museum’s exhibitions and events see
www.mariner.ie

Killybegs Seine Netters - Shaun Shaun and Sharlisa

by Richard Mc Cormick, President Emeritus, Maritime Institute of Ireland

Father Charles Mc Grenera PP blessing Shau Shaun. (Inset pics): Shaun Shaun
ready for Launching and Hughie Moore with Anna & James Mc Leod

Sharlisa closing the Seine and alongside
Shooting the Seine Net at Sliabh Liag
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Classifieds

FOR SALE: Boat Engine 38 Beta Marine.
Tel: 086-8727268.

SPECIAL OFFER: Cod and Pollack Nets 4 1/2” x 4 3/4”
x 60 MD and 45 MD. Tangle Nets 10 1/2 x 10 1/2 With
or Without Walls. Plaice and Sole Nets Rigged. Shrimp and
Crab Pots. Polysteel Rope. Mackerel Nets and Traces of
Hooks. Longlines Ready to Fish. Cray Nets Mono and Multi
Mono, Tangle Nets, All Sizes, Rigged or Sheets. Keenest
Prices. Multi-Mono Salmon Type Nets 45 MD, 200 Yards.

Tel: 086-8600739.

(05

WANTED: 2nd Hand Marine Diesel Engine 20-30HP.
Tel: 087-6739450.

(09

FOR SALE: Capacity Polyvalent General 1.34T / 7.5 Kws.
Tel: 085-2621050 (Ask for Bob).

FOR SALE: Pair of Four Cylinder Thornycroft Engines,
PRM Boxes, Shafts, Props. Wagner Steering Pump plus Rud-
der Cylinder, Icom 501 VHF, 18kg Danfort Anchor, Stain-
less Sink and Cooker, 12v Horn, 2 Manual Bilge Pumps, 12v
Searchlight, EPIRB, Marine Toilet, 12 Conventional Life-
jackets, 601 Fresh Water Tank and Pump, Two Lifebuoys,
Assorted Nav Lights..

Tel: 087-2507537 (John Murphy).

{05

Beaming Capacity For Sale
Please contact M] Power & Co,
Chartered Certified Accountants,
10 New Street, Carrick-on-Suir, County Tipperary
email: maurice@mjpowerandco.ie
or by phone: 051 64992

Please note we provide a free classified
adverts service but we have a limited
amount of space so please do send your
advert on email before our next deadline
date of Friday 25th September 2020.
editor@marinetimes.ie

FOR SALE: 30ft Fibreglass Fishing Boat - Fisher Hull, 10ft
Beam, 4ft 6” Draft. Engine Rebuilt and Fitted. 8OHP Leland.
Sleeps 4. Cooker & Fridge. Price: €11,500.

Telephone Patsy: 087-9963161. on

FOR SALE: 7m Gerry Smyth Boat. 85HP Perkins 2 to | PRM
500D Gearbox. Ambassador Rope Cutter. All Stainless and
Aluminium Fittings. 12" Stainless Hydroslave Hauler. Radar
Koden Sounder Koden, AP35 Autopilot Raymarine Plotter,
Icom VHF. Immaculate Condition.
Tel: 086-6775009 (Skerries).

e
O T o

FOR SALE: Floating Shellfish Storage Tanks in 5Smm Ma-
rine Grade Aluminium. O/A Dimensions: 3m x 2m x 0.65m
(Deep). Built-In Flotation Boxes Under Deck Will Support
Worker Even When Full. Price: €1,200 + VAT Each.
Tel: 095 44664. M: 0862 37 48 19.

(07)

ATLANTIC MARINE SEAFOODS

LIVE
SHELLFISH
WANTED

o Lobster o Shrimp

o Cray Fish e Prawns

o Brown Crab « Winkles

o Velvet Crab « Spider Crab

Good Prices & Prompt Payment
Weekly Nationwide Collections

For More Information Contact
Cathal King on 00 353 87 744 9905
Cleggan, Co. Galway
atlanticmarineseafoods@gmail.com
www.kingsofconnemara.com

Are you attending the Fishery College
in Greencastle for a course this year
for the year 2020-2021?

Rooms available to rent for self-catering
in fully furnished house, all mod cons,
self-contained 3 bedroom house.

WIFI available. Safe car parking on site.
Within close proximity to the college.

For further details and availability please

call (0)87 2261569 or (0)87 2660107.

]st Re-]éngnd.

(Castletownbere).

FOR SALE: ‘Laura Lena’ 17.14m Steel Gillnetter.

For Sale With or Without Licence.
All Nets - Gill and Tangle Nets Included.

Usual Electronics. Owner Retiring.
Finance May be Available for Suitable Client.

Tel: 086-2364161. .,

Clinker Built Motor Boat - Larch on Oak Frames
23’ OAL, 7’4” Beam, 5’ Transom
40 HP Ford Engine (Lancing Marine)
PRM 150 Gear Box 2/1 Reduction
Afloat for 2 months of each year and dry stored for the
remainder. Used only for pleasure

Viewing and Offers Contact: 02871347598. .

Lough Foyle Area
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WATER SAFETY IRELAND REPORT

Inflatable toys used on beaches have caused several
emergencies and potential tragedies this Summer.
John Leech, Chief Executive of Water Safety Ireland,
the national authority, says that Beach Lifeguards
cannot prevent their use, but a political decision
could be made to ban them and his organisation
would welcome that.

Inflatable Toys Can Be
Floating Killers

There have been several rescues of casualties from inflatable toys over the
the last few weeks. Two lucky men were rescued from an inflatable canoe off
the approach to Cork Harbour who were not wearing lifejackets. They had
lost one of their paddles and this toy cost €49.90 from a local supermarket.
These casualties were very lucky that it did not cost them their lives and save
for the vigilant eye of a former lifeboatman in Crosshaven who was out fishing

o -

they would almost certainly have drowned in their swamped canoe.
' = T e ——

e g

In May, six children were rescued in
separate incidents along the west coast
after their floating toys were swept out to
sea. Then a five-year-old girl was taken
to hospital after being rescued in \!
the Shannon Estuary when V'c'“
she was swept out to seaon &
a Lilo. A few days later i »
a six-year-old boy was §
rescued from the water at £Q
Renville in Co Galway <

U

after being swept out to f
sea. <

We are fortunate to
have a world-class Search
and Rescue Service co-or-
dinated by the Coast Guard with
declared resources from the RNLI and the
Community Rescue Boats. Members in our
organisation often refer to these floating
toys as the “floating killers” as that is
exactly what they have done over the years.
These include look alike dinghies, canoes,
kayaks, Lilo’s, rings, sharks, seals and other
assorted fish and cetaceans. It is unfair on
these Rescue services to have to respond to
these avoidable incidents.

These toys are commonly used on the
continent both in lakes, on the Mediterra-
nean and on the Baltic. Continental weather
during the summer months brings normally
light or no winds or onshore sea breezes at
the beach and these are more predictable
than our winds. In the Mediterranean they
experience diurnal tides while in Ireland we
experience semi-diurnal tides. This means
that they have comparatively small tidal
ranges and virtually no tidal currents.

So, they have comparatively fewer inci-
dents with theses floating toys, as the toys

K
P Sapery &

Conversely in Ireland we experience a
Temperate Climate and have strong and
changeable winds throughout most of

UISCS% the summer and very strong tides

especially when we have a
S newor Full Moon.
P

o To make matters worse
P for these inflatables, we
<  are an island nation with
.z many beautiful bays

Q which allows for these
e floating toys to be blown
\y. offshore. The Lifeguards
that we train, learn about the
dangers of these tloating toys and
therefore advise parents or guardians
when children bring them down to the
beach not to use them. Whilst they can
advise, they cannot prevent a citizen from
using them on our beaches. Some members
of the public have suggested to me that they
should be banned from our beaches and this
could be done by the introduction of a ban
through the Local Authority’s Byelaws.

This is a political decision to be made
by Councillors and Water Safety Ireland
would welcome such a ban as they are not
safe on our waters and should be left behind
following a holiday on the continent in the
apartment or Hotel Room. This really is the
safest place for them.

Remember in an emergency call 112
and ask for the Coast Guard and always
call early so that they can deploy a lifeboat
or helicopter in time to save the person in
distress. Until next month stay safe on the
water by wearing a lifejacket and ashore
by maintaining your social distance and
washing your hands.

New Figures Show a
Drop in Landings from
Irish Vessels Last Year

Figures just released by the Central Statistics Office (CSO) show that
landings by Irish vessels decreased by almost 19,000 tonnes last year,
a drop of 8.9%. Last year, 194,956 tonnes were landed by Irish vessels
compared to 213,897 tonnes in 2018,

The statistics showed that ‘landings
by Irish vessels into Irish ports dropped

by 5.7% or 10,453 tonnes. Landings by
Irish vessels in foreign ports decreased by
28.7% or 8,487 tonnes. Landings by foreign
vessels in Ireland decreased by 22% or
29,091 tonnes.

The highest level of landings by Irish
vessels in Ireland during 2010-2019 was
in 2012 when 249,205 tonnes were landed.
The highest level of landings by Irish
vessels in foreign ports during the same
period was in 2010 when 153,440 tonnes
were landed. Almost half of this (73,535
tonnes) was Boarfish. In 2019 the species
with the largest quantities landed by Irish
vessels in Ireland were Atlantic Mackerel
(45,986 tonnes), Blue Whiting (33,548
tonnes) and Horse Mackerel (27,898
tonnes).

Over the 2010-2019 period, Atlantic
Mackerel and Lobster Norway have
consistently been the two species with the
highest value landings, a pattern continued
in 2019 with Atlantic Mackerel at €66.7
million and Lobster Norway at €51.1
million.’

In terms of prices, lobsters, Black sole
and Turbot obtained the highest prices. The
median price per tonne of lobsters in 2019
was €18,000. In contrast species with much
higher tonnages, like Atlantic Mackerel,
obtained lower prices.

The statistics also showed that
‘Killybegs was the most important port
for Irish landings in 2019 accounting for
63.1% (123,067 tonnes) of all landings by
Irish vessels. Killybegs (74,693 tonnes) and
Castletownbere (23,329 tonnes) were the
ports with the highest tonnages landed by
foreign vessels in Ireland.

The Celtic Sea accounted for 28%
(48,620 tonnes) of catch tonnages by Irish
vessels that were landed in Ireland in 2019.
The South-West of Ireland was next highest
at 22.6% (39,295 tonnes), followed by the
West of Ireland at 12.9% (22,431 tonnes).’

The busiest months of 2019 in terms of
tonnes landed were January to April with
64% of the catch landed by Irish vessels,
and October to December.

Photo Castletownbere courtesy Brian Motyer

Irish Vessels Foreign

Irish Vessels in Foreign  Total Landings Vessels

Year in Ireland Ports by Irish Vessels in Ireland
2010 164,615 153,440 318,055 81,340
2011 162,303 45,635 207,939 35,153
2012 249,205 57,339 306,544 80,349
2013 202,926 39,709 242,635 76,943
2014 220,344 55,352 275,696 74,039
2015 204,194 29,834 234,028 93,938
2016 207,620 33,933 241,553 68,012
2017 213,501 31,981 245,481 100,305
2018 184,375 29,521 213,897 132,477
2019 173,922 21,034 194,956 103,386
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Marine Insurance Specialists

services directory

We can arrange cover for all types of commercial craft including
Potting & Netting Boats
Work & Charter Boats *» Passenger Boats
Crew Liability - Boat Yards « Employers Liability

For quotations call 091 773601
or email conor@aquabroker.ie

AQUABROKER

MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

Aquabroker Ltd., 7 Kilkerrin Park 4, Tuam Road, Galway.
Tel. 00 353 91 773601 Fax. 00 353 91 773603
www.aquabroker.ie

Aquabroker Ltd. t/a Aquabroker is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

INSURANCE

“Looking after the Insurance needs of
Fishermen at Home and at Sea™”

+ Marine * Life Group * Pension *
* Permanent Health = Mortgage Protection
+ Group Personal Accident «

L.F.O. CO-OPERATIVE SERVICES LTD
Lo Tel: 01-2986236

Cr_-f_'j M: 087-2595898
E: ifoservices@gmail.com

IFQ Co-Operative Services Ltd is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

boatyards

YOUR BEST CHOICE IN IRELAND

CORK
DOCKYARD

Dry Docking - Ship repair - Conversions

Dock Capacity up to 164m
Berthing for any Size of Ship
Suitable for fishing vessels

Rushbrooke, Cobh, Co. Cork, Ireland
Tel: 021-4811831 Fax: 021-4811595

(International Code +00-353)

Sodena
Sales and Service

NEW SYSTEMS
Fanless Computers
Rebuilds & Backup

C-Map Charts - Tides
AIS - ARPA

Belco Marine Electronics Ltd
Skibbereen, Co. Cork

086 2607994

A\ i C Gallagher Marine

C. Gallagher Marine Ltd.
Killybegs, Ireland

- Caterpillar Dealer -
Maintenance, Refurbishment,
Engine & Part Sales

Castrol Agents
Supplier of all types of
Marine Lubrication Oils

Crane & Forklift Hire

Nationwide Delivery

Tel: 074 97312317

con@congallaghermarine.com
www.congallaghermarine.com

D&D INSURANCES LTD

Block 3, Nutgrove Office Park,
Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

For all your Marine
Insurance Needs

Tel: 01-2051405
Fax: 01-2051357
Email: info@ddinsurances.ie

www.ddinsurances.ie

D&D Insurances Ltd is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

FRENCH SHRIMP
POTS FOR SALE

Why buy imitation when you
can have the original

French Shrimp Pot
in Ireland.
“Fishes twice as much,
lasts twice as long!”

We are buying all types
of shellfish
Phone: 091 572157

BREIZON FISHERIES - Established in 1977

Belcomar@icloud.com

fire safety

Fitzgerald Marine Ltd.
Tel. 0214712582

.—b:. S

Builders of GRP Fishing, Work,
I'assellgel' Boats 16 - 43t

gearoid@fitzgeraldmarine.com

Standard Fire
Safety Ltd.

Carrigaline, Cork - 021 4373031

Gregg Walsh, EngTech, GIFireE.
086 2535840
Adam Walsh, BEng Marine.
086 0892466

www.standardfire.ie
Email: standardfire@eircom.net
www.facebook.com/standardfiresafety

RliGL

LR Approved - DNV-GL Approved

www fitzgeraldmarine.com

solicitors / legal

@gd)\czys cSo[z‘cz’fors

MARITIME LAW

DERMOT F. CONWAY B. COMM, B.C.1.
40 YERRS EXPERIENCE IN FISHERIES LAW

DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS
MARITIME MORTGAGES - COLLISIONS AT SEA
TRANSFERS OF QUOTA / VESSELS

WE PROVIDE A 365 DAY 24/1
ALL IRELAND SERVICE

CONTACT US AT: 0214901000
Fax Number: 0214905624
Dermot F. Conway Mobile 087 6793478

MCM

MCM Insurance Brokers Limited

Hull & Machinery « Crew Liability
Personal Accident * Full All Risks Cover
Marine Cargo * Charter Vessels

We can provide highly competitive
quotations along with a prompt claims
service. We access both Marine Mutual

and Lloyds Markets.

Contact us at 096 72977
or Fax 096 73165

For a Free Written Quotation

MCM Insurance Brokers Limited is regulated
by the Central Bank of Ireland
and by the UK FC for conduct of business rules

Philip Doherty Pots
Lobster / Crab Velvet /
Shrimp Pots For Sale

Plastic Coated Frames in 8mm & 10mm
Steel in all sizes. Pots can be supplied
Frames only or ready to fish.

- Also In Stock -

Pot Netting, Twine, Bait Bags and
Eye Netting, Head Buoys, Pot Rubber,
Pot Ropes, Spinners, Knives,

Pot Hooks, Bungee Cord Etc.

Next Day Courier Service Available
For All Small Items

Tel: 074 - 9370164
Mobile: 086 - 8727268

- Cavanagh
«Hooper, Dolan

All classes of
marine and

general insurance
Cavanagh

« Hooper Dolan

Insurances Ltd.

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan
Insurances Ltd.
Associate Offices: Letterkenny and Sligo
Tel: Letterkenny 074 9177500
and Sligo 071 9144333
Mobile: 086 2504826
Email: info@chd.ie
Website: www.chd.ie

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated

by the Central Bank of Ireland

PRICE THE REST

BUY THE BEST

Gill Nets All Types Rigged or Sheets
Crab and Shrimp Pots - Net Op. Spares
Aquaculture Supplies

Delivered anywhere

www.frankiebyrne.ie
Burtonport, Co. Donegal, Ireland

Tel: 074 9542124
Fax: 074 9542252
M: 086 8600739

TRISKEL
MARINE

European supplier of

MARINE GRADE WIRE

PVC Coated Mesh - Galvanised (after welding)

Ideal for fishing and aquaculture purposes.

We supply full rolls, cut panels, clips and
hog-rings with hand tools. We fabricate pots,
cages and other items to buyer’s specifications
using marine grade aluminium and stainless
steel fasteners. Also available - Traditional boat
tar and pitch, nylon spinners, plastic hooks,
shock cord, etc.

Contact John at Cleggan, Co. Galway
Tel: 095 44664 M: 086 2374819
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A Journey Into the Ocean Wilderness
Galway 2020 presents Aerial/Sparks by Louise Manifold

Aerial/Sparks, created by artist Louise Manifold for Galway
2020 European Capital of Culture, invites you to connect in person
and online with one of the last unknown spaces on earth, the ocean
wilderness. Seven artists, writers and composers from across Europe
have produced a series of compelling standalone artworks for exhibition
and radio broadcast, inspired by their experiences of joining research
expeditions on board the Marine Institute Ireland’s RV Celtic Explorer.

The rugged beauty of Inis Oirr, the
smallest of the Aran Islands and with a
deep-rooted maritime culture, is the setting
for the Aerial/Sparks Art Trail from 11 - 27
September. At just
3km long by 3km
wide, visitors can
easily traverse the
island by foot to
discover sound
works housed
in a lighthouse,
the local church,
an old handball
alley, and Aras
Eanna, Europe’s
most westerly Arts
Centre.

A virtual programme of events for Ars
Electronica 2020, the world-renowned
festival for art, technology and society, will
accompany the main exhibition from 9 - 13
September. Titled Garden GALWAY by
Aerial/Sparks, online events include a series
of conversations between artists and marine
scientists.

Aerial/Sparks started its journey
by exploring the potential of radio

Marine Times Newspaper
Postal Subscriptions

Order online at www.marinetimes.ie to avail of a special discount offer

UK

I enclose € / £

Please send subscription to:

12 Issue Subscription: Ireland
N. Ireland |

........ cheque / postal order payable to Marine Media Ltd.

* Credit or debit card payments must be made via PayPal on www.marinetimes.ie

communication to reimagine our
relationship with the ocean. Each artist’s
experience of ocean and water masses
around Ireland and Europe has informed
the production of
individual work
for audio and

radio listening.
Highlights

include author
Kevin Barry’s
‘Island Time’,

a monologue in
nine chapters for a
lovelorn lighthouse
keeper as he
dreams of distant
lands, sited at Inis Oirr Lighthouse; German
composer David Stalling’s *Palace of Ships’
created in collaboration with seismologist
Sergei Lebedev; visual artist Carol Anne
Connolly’s acoustic portrayals of the ocean
inspired by the use of soundwaves in
acoustic mapping to create visuals of the
sea bed; and UK radio artist Magz Hall’s
‘Waves of Resistance’, a broadcast created
in the spirit of transnationalism, relaying a
message of peace, hope and unity across all
borders.

[ ]€40
| £40
[ ]£40
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Lighthouse on St. John's Newfoundland from 2017 Marine Institute survey led by
Margot Cronin. Photo Louise Manifold. (Inset pics): Artist Carol Anne Connolly on
the Marine Institute’s RV Celtic Explorer survey in 2018 led by Dr Aaron Lim; East-
West Where morning is the sea by Ailis Ni Riain, Porthole on the RV Celtic Explorer,

Marine Institute SeaRover 3 ROV survey in August 2019

For Aerial/Sparks creator Louise
Manifold, Inis Oirr is the ideal home for
these sound works: “I wanted to find a place
more than a space for this presentation, a
place rich with silence, where organic and
human sound floats and carries through the
wind. I wanted each work to be experienced
in a way that would connect with and
charge our experience of place.”

Aerial/Sparks has taken shape through
a long-term collaboration with the Marine
Institute, the national agency responsible for
marine research, technology development
and innovation in Ireland. Since 2017,
artists from Ireland, Germany, England and
Slovenia have taken part in
seven ocean surveys and
a passage from Galway to
Hamburg on the RV Celtic
Explorer, one of the few
marine research vessels
with sonic capabilities.
These expeditions
have opened up unique
opportunities to foster
connections between art
and science as artists work
side-by-side with scientists
who are monitoring our
marine biodiversity and the impact of
humans on our ocean environment.

“The collaboration between the Marine
Institute and Aerial/Sparks has created
an innovative opportunity for artists and
marine scientists to connect and engage
with the wider community through
mediums such as art and music,” says Dr
Paul Connolly, CEO of the Marine Institute.
“Using the concept of sound and the sea is
a unique way of showing how both the arts
and sciences can come together to highlight
the value, opportunities and societal
benefits of our ocean.”

Marilyn Gaughan Reddan, Head of
Programme at Galway European Capital

of Culture 2020, said: “Aecrial/Sparks is

a notable example of what a European
Capital of Culture can bolster - new ways
of thinking, new ways of working, new
conversations and new partnerships. This
artist-led project, created and curated by
Louise Manifold, has been in development
since 2016, with a significant and ongoing
partnership with the Marine Institute.
Aerial/Sparks has provided incredible
opportunities for artists both creatively,
collaboratively and experientially, resulting
in seven new commissions for exhibition
and radio broadcast sited on one of
Galway’s magnificent Aran Islands, Inis
Oirr.”

Aerial/Sparks by Louise
Manifold is presented by
Galway 2020 European
Capital of Culture, in
partnership with the
Marine Institute Ireland;
Commissioners of Irish
Lights; Aras Eanna, Inis
Oirr; Comhar Caomhan
Teo, Inis Oirr; and
Ars Electronica 2020.
Supported through Arts
Council of Ireland Project
Awards 2017 and 2019. For further
information visit www.aerialsparks.org

11-27 September: Inis Oirr; 9-13
September: Ars Electronica Festival
(online)

Participating artists: Kevin Barry (IRL),
Ailis Ni Riain (IRL), Carol Anne Connolly
(IRL), David Stalling (DE), Kennedy
Browne (IRL), Magz Hall (EN), Robertina
Sebjanic (SI)

“Art and science was once a common
theme on board an expedition and this
tradition lives on in the form of Aerial/
Sparks.” — Rosemarie Butler, Scientific and
Technical Officer, Marine Institute.
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BIM to Host Webinar on the Role
Cultural Values Play in Small-Scale
Fisheries Management

Bord lascaigh Mhara (BIM), Ireland’s Seafood Development Agency, is to
host a webinar on Wednesday 9" September 2020 at 2pm on how the role of
cultural values can be integrated more in small-scale fisheries management.

The webinar, which will be chaired and
facilitated by BIM and organised by the
Cabfishman project, will address the role of
cultural values in the management of small-
scale fisheries in the Northeast Atlantic and
how these values can be more adequately
accounted for.

Commenting on the Cabfishman project
and webinar, Richard Curtin, Senior Econ-
omist with BIM said, “The Cabfishman
project is an important international project
with partners from Spain, Portugal, France
and the UK, addressing common issues
facing the small-scale fleets along the
Atlantic. A crucial element of the project is
the assessment of cultural heritage associat-
ed with the sea, fishing and the small-scale
fleets and how to value that contribution so
it can be accounted for in decision-making
and policies and that is something which we
are going to explore in this webinar.”

“One of the tasks of the project is to
collate examples of cultural heritage and to
create an open-access library of these exam-
ples that can be added to over time. From
an Irish perspective we have collated over
400 examples, ranging from artwork by
Paul Henry and others, traditional crafts-
manship such as currach making, to ancient
fishing knowledge such as ‘marcanna na

LI

tallamh”.

This webinar, organised by the Cabfish-
man project, financed through the INTRE-

REG Atlantic Area Programme, aims to
address several questions via the following
presentations:

Speakers and topics:

e Evaluating the cultural services of
small-scale fisheries in the Atlantic Area —
David Castilla (University of Huelva)

e Do small-scale fisheries need yet anoth-
er research project? From output to out-
come through stakeholder involvement —
Marta Ballesteros (CETMAR Foundation)

e Do cultural values play a role in Small
Scale Fisheries Management? — Norah
Parke (Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation)

ABFISHMAN

The webinar is open to the public to
attend and fishers, managers, officials,
and those with an interest in the future
co-management of small-scale fisheries
in Ireland are actively encouraged to
attend. To register for the free event visit
www.cabfishman.net/webinars/ireland/

ISION & MARINE ENGINEERING

Engineering Facilities

6 acre secure site e N,

20 mins from Dunmore East'Quay
Access to Syncrolift at: Dunmore East
17,500 sq foot fully equippediwarkshop:
Welders , fabricators,

mechanics, engineers ands |
well equipped stores, on site,

Engineering Services:

m Laser shaft alignment Services

= Vessel Supply : :

B Engine & Gearbox repairs & overhauls
'] New.:'ni"Enginés supply and installation

services

Engineering Services

Marine Engines

Pumps and Impellers

Gearboxes

Commercial Fishing Equipment
Marine Qil, Lubricants & Greases

Ireland’s Main Dealer

T. 051 306017 E: sales@chpm.ie

— Unit 18 Cessna Avenue , Airport Business Park , Waterford




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32

